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INTRODUCTION

Chronology is extremely important to the study of the Bible because it helps us to
answer the question of "When?" The study of Biblical Chronology lets us see the
progression of revelation from the Lord our God and get some idea where the
various books of the Bible fit into the scheme of history. The Bible itself is
interested in chronology which is proven by the fact that it frequently mentions
how many years there were between certain major events. The fact that the
genealogy of Jesus is recorded in Matthew 1 and Luke 3 clearly infers the
importance of the sequence of history in our understanding of God's Word.
Painstaking attention has been paid by the Holy Spirit to the line of the Messiah
(Gen 5,10; 1 Chr 1; Matt 1; Luke 3). It should be evident that what God views as
important, we should also.

There have been many attacks on God's Word by Satan and his forces. One
method of attack that has been employed is the attempt to prove that the Bible is
historically inaccurate. If one can successfully disprove the historical accuracy
of Scripture, then doubt is cast on the accuracy of the rest of the Bible. Though
some may believe that science and archaeology have disproved the Bible, it has
not been the case. This chronology takes the Bible literally and believes that
contradictions are the problem of secular historians and not God's Word.

The author has spent a great deal of time in the study of Biblical chronology.
Many thanks are due to my seminary professor, Dr. Glenn A. Carnagey, for his
devotion to the Word, and Dr. Donovan A. Courville who wrote The Exodus
Problem and its Ramifications (Challenge Books, Loma Linda, CA 1971) which
challenges the conventional chronological system.

During this study you will encounter names that are totally unfamiliar to you,
along with other names that you have heard. You will be introduced to the
Dynasties of Egypt because almost all secular ancient chronology is based on its
relationship to Egypt. Please don't get discouraged when you encounter people
that are unfamiliar, just try and get the major picture.
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To begin our study we will simply look at some major chronological dates of the
Scriptures. The dates are similar to what Bishop Ussher proposed many years
ago. The difference comes from a difference in the dating of the fourth year of
Solomon which we will see is the key to Biblical chronology. The Bible's
chronology begins with the fall of Adam and progresses forward in time. Since
we have to work backward from our time frame, we must have a fixed date in
history with which to tie the two time lines together. The fourth year of Solomon
is the fixed date. We have information to work with that Bishop Ussher lacked.

MAJOR CHRONOLOGICAL DATES
OF THE BIBLE

 3898 B.C. FALL OF ADAM
 2242 B.C. THE FLOOD
 1950 B.C. BIRTH OF ABRAHAM
 1875 B.C. PROMISE TO ABRAHAM
 1850 B.C. BIRTH OF ISAAC
 1790 B.C. BIRTH OF JACOB
 1775 B.C. DEATH OF ABRAHAM
 1742 B.C. DEATH OF SHEM
 1699 B.C. BIRTH OF JOSEPH
 1670 B.C. DEATH OF ISAAC
 1660 B.C. JACOB'S ENTRY INTO EGYPT
 1643 B.C. DEATH OF JACOB
 1589 B.C. DEATH OF JOSEPH
 1525 B.C. BIRTH OF MOSES
 1489 B.C. BIRTH OF JOSHUA
 1445 B.C. EXODUS
 1405 B.C. DEATH OF MOSES
 1405 B.C. CONQUEST OF CANAAN BEGINS
 1399 B.C. CONQUEST OF CANAAN ENDS
 1379 B.C. JOSHUA DIES
 1379 B.C. PERIOD OF THE JUDGES BEGINS
 1050 B.C. SAUL MADE FIRST KING
 1010 B.C. DAVID MADE KING
 970 B.C. SOLOMON MADE KING
 966 B.C. 4TH YEAR OF SOLOMON (1 KG 6:1)
 930 B.C. KINGDOM DIVIDED
 721 B.C. NORTHERN KINGDOM FALLS
 705 B.C. NINEVAH FALLS
 586 B.C. SOUTHERN KINGDOM FALLS
 516 B.C. BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY ENDS
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THE CHRONOLOGY OF EARLY HISTORY

For your convenience, charts have been prepared that will assist you in
understanding the early Biblical chronology.

Some scholars believe that gaps exist between these early patriarchs, that the
names given are actually grandsons or great-grandsons or even farther removed.
This opinion comes from correctly noting that the use of the word "son" in the
Bible may not always refer to a literal father-son relationship as when the Lord
Jesus Christ is called the "son of David." This writer believes that there has been
so much pressure put on even conservative scholars by the Evolutionists that
even the conservatives have had to in some way allow for more time. This type
of pressure must not guide our interpretation of the Scriptures.

The use of the Hebrew word "YALADH" which is translated as "beget," and
means to "bring forth" or "give birth" is quite clear. In the Hebrew Qal
(pronounced Kal) stem, which is the stem of reality, we find this used when
women "beget" children. This is what we would expect for "in reality" they do the
"begetting." The Hebrew Hiphil stem, which is the causative stem, is used when
men are said to "begat" a child. They were the "cause" of the "begetting." There
is no provable case of any relationship other than a literal father-son relationship
to be found anywhere in Scripture when this construction is found. Therefore, we
will proceed with the chronology that the Bible presents.

CHRONOLOGY OF THE
ANTE-DELUVIAN (PRE-FLOOD) PATRIARCHS

PERSON DATES
 ADAM 3898-2968
 SETH 3768-2856
 ENOSH 3663-2758
 KENAN 3573-2663
 MAHALALEL 3503-2608
 JARED 3438-2476
 ENOCH 3276-2911
 METHUSALEH 3211-2242
 LAMECH 3024-2247
 NOAH 2842-1892
 SHEM 2340-1742
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CHRONOLOGY OF THE
POST-DELUVIAN PATRIARCHS

PERSON DATES

 NOAH 2842-1892
 SHEM 2342-1742
 ARPACHSHAD 2240-1800
 SHELAH 2205-1772
 EBER 2175-1711
 PELEG 2141-1902
 REU 2111-1872
 SERUG 2079-1849
 NAHOR 2049-1901
 TERAH 2020-1815
 ABRAM 1950-1775
 ISAAC 1850-1670
 JACOB 1790-1643

THE DYNASTIES OF EGYPT

We will simply state the dates of the Dynasties of Egypt as they have been
extracted and applied from Donovan Courville's work, The Exodus Problem. The
reason that the dates are given for Egypt is because the dating of all ancient
chronology outside of Israel is done in comparison with the particular nation's
relationship to Egypt. Thus, if Egyptian chronology is wrong, then so are the
other ancient chronologies. Therefore, to correctly understand ancient
chronology we must first correctly understand Egypt.

As we will see later, there are some serious problems in locating the Exodus in
Egyptian history based on conventional chronology. If one believes the Bible to
be true, it would only make sense to take the Exodus literally and then look for
major catastrophes in Egyptian history. One could then align Egypt with Israel
and work from there. This is Dr. Courville's approach. It is hermeneutically
sound and thus is why it is chosen.

A study suggestion. Get some graph paper (as large as possible) and make a
time line. Then enter the people, dates and events onto that time line. Before we
are done, we will also place the books of the Bible onto that line which will give
us a much better perspective of how God's Word fits in history. It is possible to
purchase such a time line in some locations, but the dates will be different. You
as a student will gain much more by doing this exercise yourself.
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THE DYNASTIES OF EGYPT

DYNASTY LOCATION DATES

I THINIS 2171-1934

II THINIS 1934-1642

III,IV MEMPHIS 2070-1860

VI,VII,VIII MEMPHIS 1640-1440

XV,XVI MEMPHIS 1440-1025

V ELEPHANTINE 1860-1650

IX,X ELEPHANTINE 1420-1050

XII DELTA 1690-1480

XIV DELTA 1400-1250

XIII THEBES 1690-1445

XVIII THEBES 1050-790
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THE CHRONOLOGY OF THE NOAHIC FLOOD

GENESIS 5:32-6:22

There are several reasons to spend time studying the Flood of Noah. We have
come to realize that we must interpret literally to properly understand God's Word
and the Flood is a good example. We will begin in Genesis 5:32 and have a
running commentary as it relates to chronology and the literalness of Scripture.
Open your Bible and begin to read, noting the comments made in this study.

5:32 And Noah was five hundred years old (2342 B.C.), and Noah became the father
of Shem (not the oldest of the three and not triplets: cf 11:10; Shem at age 100
became the father of Arpachshad 2 yrs. after the Flood, so he was 97 when the
Flood began; the order was probably reversed with Japheth being the oldest),
Ham, and Japheth.

6:3 Then the LORD said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he
also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years." (2362 B.C.-
20 yrs. Before birth of Noah's sons)
6:4 The Nephilim (Giants-a generic term as proved by Nu 13:33 where they are
found after the Flood) were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the
sons of God came in to the daughters of men, and they bore children to them. Those
(children of "sons of God" and "daughters of men") were the mighty men who were
of old, men of renown (historical foundation of mythology; cf Job 1:6; 2:1).

6:15 "And this is how you shall make it: the length of the ark three hundred cubits (450
ft; 137.16m.), its breadth fifty cubits (75ft; 22.86m.), and its height thirty cubits (45ft;
13.72m.).

7:6 Now Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of water came upon the
earth. (2242 B.C.)

7:11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month (The month is
"IYYAR" which is May), on the seventeenth day of the month, on the same day all
the fountains (MA'YAN = spring) of the great deep burst open (Niphal Perfect BAQA'
= to cleave asunder, divide because they were struck from an outside source; A
Niphal stem in the Hebrew means that the subject receives the action), and the
floodgates ('Arubah = an interwoven work, lattice, window; the rain does not fall
through these "windows"; they are not shut for 5 months; the rain lasted 40 days-
something else came through them-probably ice) of the sky were opened.

{For another use of BAQA' compare Exod 14:16-22 where the waters were divided
by a strong east wind, (16) "And as for you, lift up your staff and stretch out your hand
over the sea and divide it, and the sons of Israel shall go through the midst of the sea
on dry land. (17)"And as for Me, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that
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they will go in after them; and I will be honored through Pharaoh and all his army,
through his chariots and his horsemen. (18) "Then the Egyptians will know that I am the
LORD, when I am honored through Pharaoh, through his chariots and his horsemen."
(19) And the angel of God, who had been going before the camp of Israel, moved and
went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind
them. (20) So it came between the camp of Egypt and the camp of Israel; and there was
the cloud along with the darkness, yet it gave light at night. Thus the one did not come
near the other all night. (21) Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and
the LORD swept the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea
into dry land, so the waters were divided. (22) And the sons of Israel went through
the midst of the sea on the dry land, and the waters were like a wall to them on their
right hand and on their left.}

7:12 And the rain (GESHEM used which means cloudburst, not MatAR which
means simply rain) fell upon the earth for forty days and forty nights. (Flood + 40
days)

COMMENTS:

 Rain was not the primary cause of the Flood.
 If the canopy was pure water vapor, it could only account for 30 feet of water

(9.14m.). (Ararat was 17,000 ft.; 5,182m.)
 Educated guesses place it at about a 6 inch increase (150 cm.).
 The earth today contains 200 Million cubic miles of water (about 322 Million

cubic kilometers).
 Therefore, the difference was the subterranean water.
 The word BAQA' in the Niphil indicates that an outside force released the

water.
 This force could very well have been an icy visitor from space-either a meteor

or a comet.
 It seems that it hit the earth at an angle and tilted the earth's axis to 23 1/2

degrees.
 A translucent water canopy existed before the Flood. Cf Gen 1:6
 Calculations place the outside temperature of the canopy at 470 degrees.

Fahrenheit (243 degrees. Celsius) with a temperature on earth at 68 degrees.
Fahrenheit (20 degrees. Celsius).

 There were no seasons until after the Flood or there would have been rain. Cf
Gen 2:4-6

 This indicates that the earth's axis was parallel to the Sun and that it had a
circular orbit, otherwise large temperature differentials and winds would
occur, thus triggering rain.

 The collision precipitated the vapor canopy, tilted the earth (cf Job 9:6), and
broke up the fountains of the deep.

 Traditions of a universal flood occur in over 200 different cultures.
 They include the Eskimos, Siberians, Aborigines, and American Indians.
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 In ancient Babylon, it was the Gilgamesh Epic where the hero was
Utnapishtim.

 In Assyria it was the Atrahasis Epic.
 In China, they date the flood at 2300 B.C. and say that all are descendants of

Nu-wah.
 In ancient Sumer, Noah was known as Ziusudra.
 The similarities in the accounts:

 The cause was for disobedience.
 One man warned of a coming catastrophe.
 The man's family was saved.
 The entire world was depopulated except for a few.
 Animals were involved
 They always landed on a mountain. (Usually a local one, but not so in

the Biblical account)

** Summarized from Donald Wesley Patten, The Biblical Flood and the Ice Epoch
(Baker Book House, 1966), and Whitcomb and Morris, The Genesis Flood,
(Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Co., 1961).

7:19 And the water prevailed more and more upon the earth, so that all the high
mountains (literally "every one of the highest mountains") everywhere under the
heavens were covered. (Pual IPF KASAH = used in Nu 16:33 where the ground
opened and swallowed completely those in the Korah rebellion thus this word
would include covering Mt. Everest at 29,141 ft.; 8,882m. )
20 The water prevailed fifteen cubits higher, and the mountains were covered. (22.5
ft. (6.86m.) + 29,141 ft. = 29,163.5 ft; 8,889m.)
21 And all flesh that moved on the earth perished, birds and cattle and beasts and
every swarming thing that swarms upon the earth, and all mankind; (fossils formed
here-pressure on undersea mountains was 4,000 lbs. Per sq. inch/714.33 kg. Per
cm.)
22 of all that was on the dry land, all in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of
life, died.
23 Thus He blotted out every living thing that was upon the face of the land, from
man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky, and they were blotted out
from the earth; and only Noah was left, together with those that were with him in the ark.
24 And the water prevailed upon the earth one hundred and fifty days. (Flood + 150
= total days of "prevailing" including the 40 days of rain)

8:1 But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle that were with
him in the ark; and God caused a wind to pass over the earth, and the water subsided.

Comments:
 To let dry land appear, God rearranged the earth's topography. Ps 104:5-9
 God used wind to speed up the drying process, which was also a new

phenomenon.
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8:2 Also the fountains of the deep and the floodgates of the sky were closed, and the
rain from the sky was restrained;
8:3 and the water receded steadily from the earth, and at the end of one hundred
and fifty days the water decreased.

Comments:
 On day 40 the water began to recede.
 110 days later it had decreased by 12,000 ft (3,658m.) (from the top of Everest

to Ararat) which is about 80 feet (24.4m.) per day.

4 And in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark rested
upon the mountains of Ararat. (150 days after the flood began)

Comments:
 Ararat has twin peaks called big and little Ararat.
 It is the 19th highest mountain in the world.
 The mountain has been identified since antiquity.
 Persians call Ararat Kok-I-Nouh meaning mountain of Noah.
 The names of several towns on Ararat are revealing.
 The town Nakhitcheuan (called Apobaterion in 100 A.D.) means "place of first

lodging."
 The town Temanin means "place of the eight."
 The town Sharnakh means "village of Noah."
 The town Tabriz means "the ship."
 The town Arghuri means "planting of the vine."
 The town Marand means "the mother is here."
 Berossus, the Babylonian High Priest of the temple of Bel-Marduk in 300 B.C.

said the remains of the Ark could still be seen.
 Hieronymus in 30 B.C. mentions the Ark.
 Nicolaus, the biographer of Herod the Great states that the remains of the Ark

were still there.
 Josephus in "Antiquities of the Jews" in 100 A.D. says that reliable reports

have indicated that the remains still exist and that Manetho of Egypt agrees.
5 And the water decreased steadily until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on
the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains became visible.

Comments:
 The mountain tops first became visible on Flood + 224.
 The mountains that could be seen were the Caucasus and Taurus.
 This is a recession rate of 40 ft (12.2m.) per day. (From 17,000 ft. [5,182m.] to

14,000 ft. [4,267m.] in 74 days)

6 Then it came about at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the
ark which he had made; (Flood + 264)
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7 and he sent out a raven, and it flew here and there until the water was dried up
from the earth.
8 Then he sent out a dove from him, to see if the water was abated from the face
of the land; (Flood + 271, cf V10 where it says "another 7 days")
9 but the dove found no resting place for the sole of her foot, so she returned to
him into the ark; for the water was on the surface of all the earth. Then he put out his
hand and took her, and brought her into the ark to himself.
10 So he waited yet another seven days; and again he sent out the dove from the
ark. (Flood + 278)
11 And the dove came to him toward evening; and behold, in her beak was a freshly
picked olive leaf (found in Ararat at 14,000 ft. [4,268m.]-a nearly indestructible
plant). So Noah knew that the water was abated from the earth.
12 Then he waited yet another seven days, and sent out the dove; but she did not
return to him again. (Flood + 285)
13 Now it came about in the six hundred and first year, in the first month, on the first
of the month (Flood + 314; 29 days later; calculating from the date given in 7:11),
the water was dried up from the earth. Then Noah removed the covering of the ark, and
looked, and behold, the surface of the ground was dried up.
14 And in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was
dry. (Flood + 371)

SUMMARY OF THE CHRONOLOGY OF THE FLOOD:

 For 40 days the rain fell and the water level peaked. 7:12
 For another 110 days the water receded 12,000 ft. (3,658m.) 7:24
 Waters receded at the rate of 40 ft. (12.2m.) per day for another 74 days. 8:5
 40 days later Noah sent out the Raven. 8:6-7
 7 days later, Noah sent out the first dove. 8:8 cf 8:10
 7 days later Noah sent out the second dove. 8:10
 7 days later he sent out the third dove. 8:12
 From the date the flood began (7:11) to the 1st day of the1st month is 314

days. 8:13
 The time left until the exit from the Ark is another 57 days. 8:14
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CHRONOLOGY FROM THE FLOOD TO THE EXODUS

A. FROM THE FLOOD TO ABRAM (2242-1950 B.C.).

From the Flood to the First Dynasty of Egypt which ruled from Thinis was about
71 years which will place it about 2171 B.C. The first king of the First Dynasty of
Egypt was Menes who was also called Mizraim. He was the grandson of Noah,
the son of Ham (Gen 10:6).

During this time the Tower of Babel occurred and the people were dispersed
throughout the earth (Gen 11:1-9). Then, in the "days of Peleg the earth was
divided (Gen 10:25)." The Hebrew word for "divide" is PALAG which basically
means to divide two pieces of land by means of water such as a stream or river
does. It is the belief of this writer that this is when the land bridges disappeared
after the Dispersion from Babel. The dates would be sometime between 2141 and
1902 B.C.

Dynasty II of Egypt began about 1934 B.C. and also ruled from Thinis.

About 2070 B.C., Dynasty III of Egypt began its rule from Memphis and was
followed by Dynasty IV in the same location.

B. FROM ABRAM TO JACOB (1950-1790 B.C.).

Shem lived until 1742 B.C., which establishes him as contemporary with all of his
descendants until the 48th year of Jacob.

Abram was born in 1950 B.C., 292 years after the Flood. At the age of 75 (Gen
12:4) he received the Covenant Promise which is dated in 1875 B.C. It is
extremely important to remember the Apostle Paul stated that from the Promise
to Abraham to the giving of the Law was 430 years (Gal 3:17). This means that
the Exodus occurred in 1445 B.C.

This is important in that we establish the chronology of Abraham and thereby
establish the chronology of the other patriarchs. We are also told that from the
Exodus to the 4th year of Solomon (966-65 B.C.) was 480 years (1 Kings 6:1),
which also puts the Exodus at 1445 B.C.

Ishmael, Abraham's son through Hagar, the Egyptian was born when Abraham
was 86 in 1864 B.C. (Gen 16:3 cf 17:25).

Isaac was born when Abraham was 100 years old (Gen 21:5) which would place
his birth in 1850 B.C. If we do the calculations we find that the celebration of
Isaac's weaning took place when he was five (Gen 21:8), which thus began the
400 year oppression (Gen 15:13) on Abram's descendants by a half-Egyptian
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named Ishmael. The oppression therefore began in 1845 B.C. and lasted until the
Exodus in 1445 B.C.

Abraham died at the age of 175 (Gen 25:7) which places his date of death at 1775
B.C.

Isaac, Abraham's son, was 60 years old when Jacob was born. This places
Jacob and Esau's birth in 1790 B.C. (Gen 25:26). Isaac lived to be 180 years old
(Gen 35:28) which places his death in 1670 B.C.

Jacob lived to be 147 years old (Gen 47:28) making his death in 1643 B.C.

C. THE LIFE OF JACOB (1790-1643 B.C.).

It is a little more difficult to determine the time frames of the Life of Jacob. There
are only a couple of clearcut references to dates found in his life and a few in the
life of one of his sons, Joseph.

We must take the dates that are clearly established and work from there. We
have established that Isaac lived from 1850-1670 B.C. Jacob was born when
Isaac was 60 years old in 1790 B.C. (Gen 25:26) and lived 147 years or until 1643
B.C. (Gen 47:28). He spent his last 17 years in Egypt after Joseph became Prime
Minister (Gen 47:9 cf Gen 47:28). Jacob's Egyptian sojourn then would be from
1660-1643 B.C.

Before Jacob went to Egypt he had returned to Hebron to stay with his father
Isaac until his death (Gen 35:27) in 1670 B.C. Jacob then established his home
there. It was from Hebron that Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers at
the age of seventeen (Gen 37:2). We also know that Joseph was 30 years old
when he became Prime Minister of Egypt (Gen 41:46) and that two years into the
famine, Jacob and his sons went into Egypt, when Jacob was 130 years old (Gen
47:9). The Seven Year Famine (Gen 41) followed the seven years of abundance.
This would make Joseph 39 when his father Jacob came into Egypt.

When we put together the information from the above paragraphs, we can see
that the Famine of Joseph began in 1662 and lasted until 1655 B.C. In 1660 B.C.,
Joseph was 39 and Jacob was 130. This would establish the birth of Joseph at
around 1699 B.C. and his promotion to Prime Minister of Egypt in 1669 B.C. This
would place Joseph in Dynasty XIII of Egypt which began in 1690 B.C. at Thebes.
Joseph died at the age of 110 in 1589 B.C. (Gen 50:22,26)

From the birth of Joseph we can determine some other dates. Seven years after
Jacob went to work for Laban his sons began to be born, eleven of them between
1706 and 1695 B.C. (Gen 29:21-30:24; Gen 29:20 cf 30:25). Jacob worked for
Laban for 20 years from 1713-1693 B.C. (Gen 31:38), the first seven years of
which were for Laban's daughter Rachel, but as we recall, Jacob got Leah instead
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and had to work another seven years for Rachel (Gen 29). Thus, Jacob fled from
Esau at the age of 77 in 1713 B.C.

D. THE LINE OF LEVI.

Levi was the third son of Jacob through Leah (Gen 29:34). This would make him
born about 1703 B.C. Levi lived 137 years until 1566 B.C. (Ex 6:16).

Levi's son Kohath lived 133 years and was alive when Jacob entered Egypt (Gen
46:11 cf Ex 6:18). This would place Kohath's life around 1665-1532 B.C.

Kohath's son Amram would marry his aunt named Jochebed (a sister of Kohath-
Ex 6:20) who is said to be a daughter of Levi (Nu 26:59). Amram lived 137 years
(Ex 6:20), so his dates would be around 1587-1450 B.C.

Aaron and Moses were born to Amram and Jochebed. Moses lived until after the
Wilderness Wanderings of the Jews and before the Conquest of Canaan. The
dates of Moses would thus be from 1525 until 1405 B.C. (Dt 34:7).
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THE SCRIPTURAL ACCOUNTS OF THE EXODUS.

A. THE EXODUS EVENT WAS PROPHESIED.

God told Abram (Abraham) about the Exodus event. In Genesis 15:13-16, the
Scripture says, "And God said to Abram, 'Know for certain that your descendants
will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and
oppressed four hundred years. 'But I will also judge the nation whom they will
serve; and afterward they will come out with many possessions. 'And as for you,
you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age.
'Then in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the
Amorite is not yet complete.' "

The Scripture points out clearly that they will be in a "land that is not theirs."
Canaan was the land of promise to Abraham (Gen 12:5). Egypt fits the
description. In Egypt, they were enslaved under the leadership of the Pharaoh
who "knew not Joseph (Ex 1:8)." The "fourth generation" must refer to four
generations after their enslavement, which is documented by the line of Levi (see
Lesson 5.D.). The enslavement arose after the death of Levi (Ex 1:6) and the
generation countdown thus began with his son Kohath. The second generation
would be that of Amram. The third that of Moses and Aaron and the fourth would
be Aaron's son Eleazer who would actually return into the Promised Land.

The Amorites were a Canaanite tribe that was growing in evil, but God in His
grace gave them time to repent, even though He knew they would not.

B. THE FAMINE OF JOSEPH'S TIME.

It makes sense that the promise of the Exodus event would be passed from
Abraham to Isaac to Jacob and then to his 12 sons. After all, the promise was
made to Abraham and his descendants.

Joseph was sold into Egypt where he rose to a position of power and prominence
(Gen 37:2; 41:1). Joseph's rise was triggered by a dream that the Pharaoh had
which Joseph was permitted to Divinely interpret (Gen 41:39-44). His promotion
was followed with eventual reconciliation with his brothers and a reunion in
Egypt (Gen 45).

The Jews resided in the land of Goshen and were blessed and prospered in the
midst of the famine (Gen 47:1-12,27).

During the famine, food was sold to the Egyptians for money, cattle and then their
land (Gen 41:53-57). By the end of the famine all real property belonged to
Pharaoh except for that of the priests and Joseph's family. After the sale of their
property to Pharaoh, the people leased back their land for 20% of the income
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produced (Gen 47:23-26). Joseph and his family did not pay this lease amount
and ate freely during the famine (Gen 47:22-27).

C. ISRAEL WAS REDUCED TO SLAVERY.

There was later a king who "knew not Joseph" and did not value his contribution
to the land (Ex 1:8). The Jews were reduced to hard slavery building cities for
storage (Ex 1:11,14).

We can easily determine that the period of slavery lasted for more than 80 years
because Moses was born during this time (Ex 2:1-10). Moses was born of Hebrew
parents, but adopted and brought up by a daughter of Pharaoh (Ex 2:10). He was
80 years old at the Exodus (Ex 16:35 cf Dt 34:7).

An earlier choice he had made to murder an Egyptian taskmaster cost him the
throne and led to an enforced exile in Midian for 40 years (Ex 2:11-15; Acts 7:20-
29).

D. EGYPT WAS RUINED ECONOMICALLY.

After 40 years of exile (Acts 7:30), the Lord called Moses back to Egypt and began
the Ten Plagues that devastated Egypt. After the 7th plague of Hail, even
Pharaoh's cabinet recommended permission for the Hebrews to leave (Ex 10:7).
Pharaoh's continued stubbornness though resulted in the Plague of Locusts,
then the Plague of Darkness and the Death of the Firstborn. The last plague
convinced Pharaoh and he granted permission for them to leave (Ex 12:30-31,33).
As the Jews went out, they took from the Egyptians their silver, gold, jewelry and
clothing (Ex 12:36). According to the Bible, the Jews "plundered the Egyptians
(Ex 12:36)." It is clear that there was no reserve of wealth left in Egypt.

E. EGYPT WAS RUINED MILITARILY.

When the Jews did not return after the three days in which they had originally
requested, Pharaoh decided to recapture them and regain his wealth (Ex 14:28).
They overtook the Jews at a place where escape seemed impossible-the Red Sea
(Ex 14:1-12).

God intervened and parted the Red Sea with a strong east wind so that the Jews
walked through on dry land (Ex 14:13-22). When Pharaoh followed, he (Ps 136:15)
and all his army were drowned so that none lived to return with the news (Ex
14:28; 15:5,19).

Thus Egypt is left with no Pharaoh, no army and no wealth. An important point to
consider is that if we have a Pharaoh's mummy, then he was not the Pharaoh of
the Exodus. We will consider this point later.
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F. THE OCCUPATION OF PALESTINE.

Rebellion against the Lord led to the death in the wilderness of the Exodus
Generation (Nu 14:33; Acts 7:39-44).

Under Joshua, a miraculous parting of the Jordan River preceded the conquest
of the land of Canaan (Josh 3:14-17). In a six-year campaign which is the subject
of the Book of Joshua, first Jericho and then other cities fell, some to be
destroyed, some to be spared and occupied (Josh 6:1-2, 18-25). At the end of the
battles, the land was divided by lot (Josh 13-21).

Remnants of the original inhabitants remained which tested the Jews for
centuries.

Another important consideration is that between the Exodus and the organization
of Israel as a kingdom in the days of Saul, Egypt is mentioned only in connection
with past events. This indicates that there must have been a long period of
political, military and economic eclipse.
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THE DATE OF THE EXODUS
IN ISRAELITE CHRONOLOGY

A. INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS:

As we enter this section, please understand that this may be quite difficult for
some to understand. There are many reasons for the difficulty as we will note as
we study. If this section is too difficult for you as a student at this time, move to
another section and come back to this later. Please don't get discouraged and
quit. You have already come a long way. If you have done the charts yourself,
you will gain more from this discussion.

The writer has attempted to make this as easy as possible without leaving out any
important elements. These elements are important as God's Word has been
accused by critics of being historically inaccurate. What we are attempting to
show is some of the inaccuracies in the interpretation of secular history. This
section is then presented as a "defense" of God's Word. We are told in 1 Peter
3:15 to "sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a
defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you,
yet with gentleness and reverence." This is part of the equipment you may need.

Our objective is to establish the limits within which the Exodus may be placed on
the B.C. time scale. These limits must be based on the Word of God.

If problems are found we must consider either the possibility of errors in
scripture, errors in interpretation of scripture, or errors in human reasoning.

Dates for the Exodus that have been proposed by various scholars range from
the late 17th century to the late 12th century. This has posed somewhat of a
problem that we will now seek to solve.

B. THE INGREDIENTS OF THE PROBLEM:

Most scholars divide into two groups, whose positions are based on different
interpretations of I kings 6:1 and Acts 13:19-20. I Kings 6:1 says, " Now it came
about in the four hundred and eightieth year after the sons of Israel came out of
the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month
of Ziv which is the second month, that he began to build the house of the LORD.

Acts 13:19-20 says, "And when He had destroyed seven nations in the land of
Canaan, He distributed their land as an inheritance--all of which took about four
hundred and fifty years. "And after these things He gave them judges until
Samuel the prophet."

The problem is that if the Judges ruled 450 years, then it is impossible for the 480
year figure to be correct since one must also include:
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 40 years in the wilderness. Nu 14:33
 6 years for the conquest. Josh 14:7,10
 From the conquest to the first judge which Josephus gives as 18 years.
 40 years of Saul. Acts 13:21
 40 years of David + 3 of Solomon. 2 Sam 5:4 + 1 Kings 6:1

When we consider the hard data given for time, the maximum length of the
Judges is about 330 years which is short by 120 years from the number in Acts
13:20.

Some logical solutions include the possibility that there was an error made by a
Copyist in an early manuscript that was passed down. Another possibility is the
mistranslation of one or both verses. Yet a third possibility is the failure to
properly interpret one or both of the verses.

This is why there is a variation in dates used by different scholars.

C. POSSIBLE SOLUTION # 1: THE LONG CHRONOLOGY.

A minority of scholars harmonize the two verses by assuming that the 480 years
do not refer to true elapsed time.

One opinion holds that the 480 years do not include the periods of time when
Israel was under foreign control. This presumes that the author of I Kings
recognized this as a valid principle and since there is no other example of this
found in the Word of God, it is quite unlikely that it would be done without a
qualifying statement.

The sum of the years of the Judges (339) plus the years of oppression (111) will
give the 450 years Paul cites. However, the Cushan incident (Jdg 3:8) preceded
the Judges and thus it should be excluded, while Samuel should be included but
isn't.

One can bypass the problem by excluding Cushan and giving Saul 12 years as a
Judge (per Josephus, the ancient Jewish historian), thus making 454 years. This
is close.

There are many other speculative theories for the long chronology but with no
unequivocal scriptural support. The best one can do is show that the long
chronology is not at variance with Biblical data and thus is worthy of
consideration.

D. POSSIBLE SOLUTION # 2: THE SHORT CHRONOLOGY.

This group takes the 480 years of 1 Kg 6:1 as true elapsed time.
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Hence, they must explain the discrepancy by accepting an alternate textual
reading which says that "he gave them their land as an inheritance for about 450
years. And after that he gave them Judges until Samuel the prophet."

Thus, this view claims that the 450 years is the time span before the Judges and
includes the period from the Promise to Abraham until the entrance of Israel into
the land of Canaan. It is a time span of a promised inheritance.

Paul also gives the period from the Promise to Abraham to the giving of the Law
at Sinai as 430 years (Gal 3:17). When we add to this the 40 years in the
wilderness it gives us 470 years which is close to the 450.

A few try and harmonize this problem by including Moses and Joshua as Judges,
however, there is no textual evidence to prove this position.

By any proposal that accepts the 480 years of 1 Kg 6:1 as true elapsed time, one
can calculate the date for the Exodus by moving back in time 480 years from the
4th year of Solomon which is 966-65 B.C. The Exodus is thus in 1445 B.C.

E. POSSIBLE SOLUTION #3: THE PERIODS OF THE JUDGES WERE NOT
NECESSARILY CONSECUTIVE.

The dates for the Exodus and the periods of time indicated in point "B" indicate
that the period of the Judges has to be compressed to a maximum of 330 years
elapsed time, hence some overlapping of dates must have occurred.

Let us note that the Judges came from various parts of Israel and there was no
common capital for them. Let us also note that the "Oppressions" may not have
occurred over the whole nation.
The writer believes there are two "Keys" to the chronology:
 Years that are said to be "at rest (SHAQAT)" have no oppression.
 Years of oppression may have rulers.

F. KEY PASSAGES RELATING TO THE LATE JUDGES.

We know that from the conquest of Heshbon to Jephthah the ninth Judge was a
time span of 300 years (Jdg 11:26).

When one subtracts 40 years of wanderings, 40 years of Saul, 40 years of David
and 3 of Solomon from 480 as well as the 300 from the conquest to Jephthah, this
leaves 57 years.

Into this time span must be:
 Rule of Jephthah. 6 yrs.
 Rule of Izban. 6 yrs.
 Rule of Elon. 10 yrs.
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 Rule of Abdon. 8 yrs.
 Philistine oppression. 40 yrs.
 Rule of Samson. 20 yrs.
 Rule of Eli. 40 yrs.
 Period of the Ark at Kiriath-Jearim. 20 yrs.
 Any part of Samuel's judgeship prior to the rule of Saul that is not included in

the 20 yr. period of "h," i.e. the possible time between 1 Sam 7:2 and 8:1.

This is reconciled by not accepting the sequence arrangement.
 Samson lived entirely during Philistine oppression. Jdg 13:5; 14:4; 16:30
 The last half of Eli's rule was contemporary with the first half of Philistine

oppression. 1 Sam 4:18; 7:2,13
 Assumption: Samuel begins with the victory over the Philistines. 1 Sam 7:2
 Samson's 20 years was the same time that the Ark was at Kiriath-Jearim. 1

Sam 7:2

As you can see from Charts 4 and 5, the dates will fit.

We can conclude that 1 Kings 6:1 (480 years) refers to the period from 1445-965
B.C., the Exodus to the Fourth Year of Solomon. Acts 13:19-20 (450 years) refers
to the time from 1849-1399 B.C., birth of Isaac, the son of the promise, to the
completion of the Conquest of Canaan. Galatians 3:17 (430 years) refers to the
time period from 1875-1445 B.C., the Promise to Abraham to the Giving of the
Law. Judges 11:26 (300 years) refers to the time from the conquest of Heshbon in
1405 B.C. to the time of Jephthah, the ninth Judge in 1105 B.C.
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WHO WAS THE PHARAOH OF THE EXODUS?

A. INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS:

Again, let me caution the student. Some of this material is detailed. Many of the
names will be unfamiliar to you. You could actually spend the rest of your life
studying all of the information related to the Exodus. So please don't get
discouraged. This is an attempt to consolidate information into some simple
conclusions that we could spend semesters in a seminary studying.

Our objective is to find a Pharaoh that can fulfill the Biblical standards.

From Chart 3 it is apparent that we must look for the Pharaoh of the Exodus at the
end of Dynasty's VI, XII or XIII.

B. THE PROBLEM WITH RAMESES II.

When one assumes that conventional chronology is accurate, we find a 19th
Dynasty king named Rameses II. Many believe that he is the Pharaoh of the
Exodus. There is however problems with this identification. One clearcut
problem is that his mummy exists. Remember, Pharaoh was drowned in the Red
Sea along with all of his men. Who would have found him and brought him back
to Egypt for embalming and entombment? If you have seen the movie "The Ten
Commandments," you now know why Yul Brynner who played Rameses did not
die in the Red Sea (according to the movie).

Scripture clearly tells us that the Israelites built the cities of Pithom and Rameses
(Ex 1:11). Later this area was called Tanis. It was also called Auaris and was the
last stronghold of the Hyksos. Dr. Courville (The Exodus Problem and Its
Ramifications) identifies the Hyksos as the "shepherd kings" of Egypt that
comprised Dynasties 14-17.

The building projects are usually credited to Rameses II which is too far out of
line with Joseph. Rameses II cannot be proved to be the builder of the city. If he
could the search for another chronology would be useless.

C. THE ANSWER:

The Sothic King List has a man by the name of Koncharis who immediately
preceded some Hyksos kings and directly followed a list of Ramessides. He was
the last king of the 13th Dynasty of Egypt. It is now believed that Ramses was a
title much like that of Pharaoh. Each Pharaoh had five names, so we must note
that the same Pharaoh may be referred to by several different names.
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D. PROOF THAT KONCHARIS IS THE PHARAOH OF THE EXODUS:

Eusebius (one of the ancient historians) left a note in his history indicating that
the Pharaoh of the Exodus had the name Cencheres, which he identified as an
18th Dynasty king. This identification was challenged by a man named
Synchelles five centuries later. Cencheres and Koncharis is basically the same
name. In many ancient languages, the vowels have no written form, only the
consonants. When you look at only the consonants in the two names and realize
that "C" and "K" have the same pronunciation, it is easy to see the identification.

Josephus (the Jewish historian) said that the Hyksos took Egypt without a fight.
This would only be possible if Egypt was militarily devastated.

The Ramessides from the Sothis King List would chronologically date back to the
time of Joseph which Scripture requires (Gen 47:11).

Josephus also states that the Israelites built pyramids for Egypt which is a
problem for conventional chronology that places the Exodus in the 18th or 19th
Dynasty-a period in which no pyramids were built. Pyramids were still being built
during the 12th and 13th Dynasties.

Liberal scholars have identified Koncharis (Greek transliteration) with KA-ANKH-
RA (Egyptian) of the Karnack King List and Sebekhotep VI of the Turin King List.
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THE PHARAOHS OF JOSEPH

A. IDENTIFICATION OF THE FIRST PHARAOH.

Extended famines in Egypt were quite rare because they involved a deficiency of
water in the Nile which was quite uncommon. Egyptologists know of only one
such famine. It was in the 12th Dynasty of Egypt. Thus, when we find the
Pharaoh under which the famine occurred, we find the Pharaoh that "knew
Joseph."

This Pharaoh that elevated Joseph to the position of power was Sesostris I, the
second king of the 12th Dynasty of Egypt. Sesostris I had a servant named
Ameni whose tomb inscription read, "No one was unhappy in my days, not even
in the years of famine. For I had tilled all the fields of the nome of Mah, up to its
southern and northern frontiers. Thus I prolonged the life of its inhabitants and
preserved the food which it produced. No hungry man was in it." Ameni though
was not Joseph as he held too low a rank and his "deliverance" of Egypt was out
of this servant's arrogance.

B. JOSEPH'S ROLE FROM AN EGYPTIAN PERSPECTIVE:

The Vizier or second-in-command of Sesostris I was one of the best known in all
of Egyptian history. His name was Mentuhotep.

Many titles were given to Mentuhotep whom we know as Joseph. They include:
 Vizier.
 Chief Judge.
 Overseer of the Double Granary.
 Governor of the Royal Castle.
 Chief Treasurer.
 Wearer of the Royal Seal.
 Chief of all the works of the king.
 Hereditary prince.
 Pilot of the people.
 Giver of good-sustaining alive all the people.
 Count.
 Sole Companion.
 Favorite of the king.

No one before or after Mentuhotep received such an abundance of titles.

Joseph built an irrigation canal. This incident is just before the famine in the 12th
Dynasty and is readily accepted by secular historians as happening during the
reign of Amenemhet I or his son Sesostris I. Another vast project of building a
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canal parallel to the Nile was undertaken during that time frame to catch and later
reuse the overflow of the Nile. The canal still called the "Canal of Joseph."

The pyramid of Teta, the first king of Dynasty VI is called the "Prison Pyramid,"
because local tradition says it is built near the ruins of the prison where Joseph
was confined.

C. THE PHARAOH WHO "KNEW NOT JOSEPH."

Sesostris III is the first king who could logically be considered as the Pharaoh
who "knew not Joseph." (Ex 1:8)

There is a lot of evidence to support this identification. For example, there were
sweeping changes in governmental policy. The feudal society under the "nomes
(landlords)" had great power and independence as long as they "gave" to the
army and the Pharaoh's treasury. Sesostris III though stripped them of their
power and possessions.

There was also an enormous building program under Sesostris III and
Amenemhet III which could have only been done with slave labor. The
building program took place in the Eastern Delta and was done with brick. Many
people who accept the Conventional Chronology believe that the 19th Dynasty
kings (including Rameses II) vandalized the programs of the 12th Dynasty.

This is also the first family change in this Dynasty. Sesostris III was not related
to Sesostris II.

Extremely important to the identification of this king is the demotion of
Mentuhotep. There is a monumental inscription located near the southern border
of the boundaries of 12th Dynasty Egypt which contains the titles of Mentuhotep.
The monument contained the face of Mentuhotep which was defaced so that only
the top of the head remains. It also contains a crude hawk-headed deity carved in
the upper portion of the monument behind the king across the head and
shoulders of a previous figure-Mentuhotep.

One may also find the name Sesostris as Usertasen, Usertsen, Senwosert,
Sesusri, and Sesonchis.

D. THE IDENTIFICATION OF MOSES:

The period between the end of Dynasty 12 and the Exodus is about 30 years.

Moses was born in the reign of Amenemhet III who was the pharaoh who made
the edict to destroy male Hebrew children (Ex 1:22). The daughter of Pharaoh
would then be his daughter who is named Sebeknefrure. She ruled for four years
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which tells us that the Dynasty ended with her and something happened to the
male heir who is known as Amenemhet IV.

This is probably Moses, who was in line to be Pharaoh (Heb 11:23-26).
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THE FIRST TEN KINGS OF ISRAEL

A. THE HEBREW PROPHETS:

The following is simply a list of the approximate dates of the Hebrew prophets
and their historical setting. The dates involve the time spans that they are known
to have lived based on their contact with other known people or places. It is not a
list of their date of birth and death.

 Joel 837-800 2 Kings 11-15:7
 Jonah 825-782 2 Kings 13-14
 Amos 810-785 2 Kings 14:23; 15:7
 Hosea 782-725 2 Kings 15-18
 Isaiah 758-698 2 Kings 15-20
 Micah 740-695 2 Kings 15:8-20; Isaiah 7-8

Jeremiah 26:17-19, 2 Chronicles 27-32
 Nahum 640-630 Jonah, Isaiah 10, Zephaniah 2:13-15
 Zephaniah 640-610 2 Kings 22-23:34; 2 Chronicles 34-36:4
 Jeremiah 627-586 2 Kings 22-25; 2 Chronicles 34-36:21
 Habakkuk 609-598 2 Kings 23:1-24:20
 Daniel 606-534 2 Kings 23:35-25:30
 Ezekiel 592-572 2 Kings 24:17-25; 2 Chronicles 36:11-21
 Obadiah 586-583 2 Kings 25; 2 Chronicles 36:11-21
 Haggai 520 Ezra 5-6
 Zechariah 520-518 Ezra 5-6
 Malachi 433-425 Nehemiah 13

B. INTRODUCTION:

After the death of Solomon in 930 B.C., the Kingdom of Solomon split into the
Northern and Southern Kingdoms which are called Israel and Judah respectively.

We are going to first take a quick overview of the kings of Israel, the Northern
Kingdom and then the kings of Judah, the Southern Kingdom.

There were 20 kings of the Northern Kingdom that reigned from 930-723 B.C. for
an average of 10 1/2 years each. There were also 20 kings in the Southern
Kingdom that reigned from 930-586 B.C. for an average of just over 17 years each.

The dates for the kings are taken from Edwin R. Thiele's excellent work, The
Chronology of the Hebrew Kings (Zondervan).

C. THE LIST OF THE KINGS OF ISRAEL:
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1. Jereboam I. 930-909
2. Nadab. 909-908
3. Baasha 908-886
4. Elah 886-885
5. Zimri 885
6. Tibni 885-880
7. Omri 885-874
8. Ahab 874-853
9. Ahaziah 853-852
10.Joram 852-841
11.Jehu 841-814
12.Jehoahaz 814-798
13.Jehoash 798-782
14.Jeroboam II 793-753
15.Zachariah 753
16.Shallum 752
17.Menahem 752-742
18.Pekah 752-732
19.Pekahiah 742-740
20.Hoshea 732-723

D. THE NORTHERN KINGDOM FELL AT THE HAND OF SHALMANESER V OF
ASSYRIA WHEN THEY LOST SAMARIA IN 723 B.C.

E. A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE KINGS.

1. JEROBOAM I.

Jeroboam I first appears in the biblical record as Solomon's servant, "the officer
over all the labor force of the house of Joseph" (1 Kin. 11:28). One day as
Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite met him on the
road and confronted him with a parable that he acted out. Ahijah, who was
wearing a new garment, took hold of the garment and tore it into 12 pieces. He
then said to Jeroboam, "Take for yourself ten pieces, for thus says the Lord, the
God of Israel: 'Behold, I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and will
give ten tribes to you' "(1 Kin. 11:31).

When Solomon learned of Ahijah's words, he sought to kill Jeroboam. But
Jeroboam fled to Egypt, where he was granted political asylum by Shishak I, the
king of Egypt. Only after the death of Solomon did Jeroboam risk returning to his
native Palestine (1 Kin. 11:40; 12:2-3).

Solomon's kingdom was outwardly rich, prosperous, and thriving, but the great
building projects he undertook were accomplished by forced labor, high taxes,
and other oppressive measures. Discontent and unrest existed throughout
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Solomon's kingdom. When the great king died, the kingdom was like gunpowder
awaiting a match.

The occasion for the explosion, the tearing of the ten northern tribes from
Solomon's successor, came because of the foolish insensitivity of Solomon's son
Rehoboam. Rehoboam had gone to Shechem to be anointed as the new king. A
delegation led by Jeroboam, who had returned from Egypt following Solomon's
death, said to Rehoboam, "Your father made our yoke heavy; now therefore,
lighten the burdensome service of your father, and his heavy yoke which he put
on us, and we will serve" (1 Kin. 12:4.

Rehoboam though followed the advice of his inexperienced companions, and
replied, "Whereas my father laid a heavy yoke on you, I will add to your yoke, my
father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scourges!" (1 Kin.
12:11). After this show of Rehoboam's foolishness, the ten northern tribes
revolted against Rehoboam and appointed Jeroboam as their king (1 Kin. 12:16-
20).

Jeroboam was concerned that the people of Israel might return to the house of
David if they continued to journey to Jerusalem for the festivals and observances
at the Temple of Solomon. Thus, he proposed an alternative form of worship that
was idolatrous. He made two calves of gold that bore a close resemblance to the
mounts of the Canaanite pagan god BAAL. The king told his countrymen: "It is
too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, O Israel, which
brought you up from the land of Egypt!" (1 Kin. 12:28). One calf was erected in
Bethel and one in Dan.

Once committed to this sinful direction, Jeroboam's progress was downhill. He
next appointed priests from tribes other than Levi. He offered sacrifices to these
images and gradually polluted the worship of Israel. The Lord confronted
Jeroboam by sending him an unnamed prophet who predicted God's judgment on
the king and the nation (1 Kin 13:1-10).

Although outwardly he appeared to be repentant (1 Kin 13:6), Jeroboam would
not change his disastrous idolatry (1 Kin 13:33-34). His rebellious, arrogant
attitude set the pattern for rulers of Israel for generations to come. Eighteen
kings sat on the throne of Israel after his death, but not one of them gave up the
golden calves.

2. NADAB. (1 Kin. 14:20; 15:25).

About the only noteworthy event that happened during Nadab's reign was the
siege of GIBBETHON by the Israelites. During the siege, Nadab was assassinated
by his successor, Baasha (1 Kin. 15:27-28).

3. BAASHA.
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Baasha (pronounced BAY uh shah and means "Baal hears") was the son of
Ahijah, of the tribe of Issachar, and the third king of the northern kingdom of
Israel. Baasha succeeded Nadab, the son of Jeroboam I, as king by
assassinating him. He then murdered every member of the royal house,
removing all who might claim his throne (1 Kin. 15:27-29).

Baasha's 24 year reign (909-885 B.C.) was characterized by war with Asa, king of
Judah (1 Kin. 15:32; Jer. 41:9). He fortified the city of RAMAH (2 Chr. 16:1), which
was located six kilometers (four miles) north of Jerusalem. He did this in order to
control the traffic from the north coming to Jerusalem during a time of spiritual
awakening under Asa of Judah (2 Chr. 15:1-10). When the Syrian king, Ben-
Hadad, invaded Israel, Baasha withdrew to defend his cities (1 Kin. 15:16-21).

Baasha's dynasty ended as it began. His son Elah was murdered by a servant,
and the royal household of Baasha came to an end (1 Kin. 16:8-11).

4. ELAH.

The fourth king of Israel, Elah, was the son and successor of Baasha (1 Kin. 16:6-
14). His wicked two-year reign ended when Zimri, one of his captains, murdered
him while he was in a drunken stupor (1 Kin 16:11-12).

5. ZIMRI.

Zimri was the fifth king of Israel (1 Kin. 16:8-20). Before he became king, Zimri
was a servant of King Elah and commander of half of his chariots (1 Kin 16:9).
One day, Zimri killed the drunken Elah and proclaimed himself king. When Omri,
the commander of Elah's army, heard about the assassination, he abandoned the
siege of Gibbethon and besieged Tirzah, the capital city of the Northern Kingdom.
When Zimri saw that the city was taken, he "burned the king's house down upon
himself" (1 Kin. 16:18). Zimri's reign lasted only seven days (1 Kin. 16:15).

6. TIBNI.

Tibni (pronounced TIBB nie and means "intelligent") was a man who is
sometimes listed as the sixth king of Israel (884-880 B.C.). He and Omri were rival
kings for three years, but Omri eventually emerged as victorious (2 Kin. 16:21-22).

7. OMRI.

Omri was the seventh king of the Northern Kingdom of Israel (885--874 B.C.).
Omri is first mentioned as the commander of the army of Israel under King Elah.
While Omri besieged the Philistine city of Gibbethon, another military figure,
Zimri, conspired against Elah, killed him, and established himself as king. Zimri,
however had little support in Israel, and the army promptly made Omri its king.
Omri returned to the capital with his army, besieged the city, and Zimri committed
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suicide. Tibni, the son of Ginath, continued to challenge Omri's reign, but after
four years Tibni died and Omri became the sole ruler of Israel.

Omri was a king of vision and wisdom. From Shemer he purchased a hill on
which he built a new city called Samaria and made it the new capital of Israel.
Samaria was more defensible than Tirzah had been. Because Samaria was more
strategically located, Omri was able to control the north-south trade routes in the
region. Archaeological excavations at Samaria revealed buildings of excellent
workmanship which was an indication of the prosperity the city enjoyed during
his reign.

The Moabite Stone which is an important archaeological discovery tells of Omri's
success against King Mesha of Moab (2 Kin. 3:4). Omri's conflict with Syria
though proved to be less successful, and he was forced to grant a number of
cities to the Syrians (1 Kin. 20:34).

8. AHAB.
Ahab whose names means "father is brother," was the son of Omri and the eighth
king of Israel (1 Kin. 16:30). Under the influence of Jezebel his wife, Ahab gave
Baal an equal place with God. Ahab also built a temple to Baal in which he
erected a "wooden image" of the Canaanite goddess Asherah (1 Kin. 16:33). At
Jezebel's urging, Ahab opposed the worship of Jehovah. He destroyed His altars
and killed His prophets. Ahab reigned over Israel in Samaria for 22 years (873-
853 B. C.) (1 Kin. 16:29).

Ahab strengthened the friendly relations with Phoenicia that David had begun
when he was king. He sealed the friendship between the two nations with a
political marriage to Jezebel, the notoriously wicked daughter of Ethbaal, king of
the Sidonians (1 Kin. 16:31). Ahab was the first king of Israel to establish
peaceful relations with Judah.

False religion soon led to immoral civil acts. Ahab's wife, Jezebel, had neither
religious scruples nor regard for Hebrew civil laws. One example is that she had
Naboth tried unjustly and killed so that Ahab could take over his property (1 Kin.
21:1-16).

Throughout Ahab's reign, the prophet Elijah stood in open opposition to Ahab
and the worship of Baal. Ahab also had frequent conflicts with Ben-Hadad, the
King of Syria. Ben-Hadad once besieged Ahab's capital city, Samaria, but was
driven off (1 Kin. 20:1-21).

Ahab later defeated Ben-Hadad in a battle at Aphek (1 Kin. 20:22-34), but was
lenient with him. Perhaps Ahab had in view a greater threat, Shalmaneser III, of
Assyria. In 853 B.C., Ahab and Ben-Hadad joined in a coalition to stop
Shalmaneser's army at Qarqar on the Orontes River in Syria. Ahab contributed
2,000 chariots and 10,000 soldiers to this coalition. Still later, Ahab fought Ben-
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Hadad again. In spite of his precautions, Ahab was killed at Ramoth Gilead (1
Kin. 22:1-38).

Ahab seemed to be a capable leader although evil. He was also an avid builder.
Ahab completed and adorned the capital city of Samaria, which his father Omri
had begun. Archaeological discoveries show that Ahab's "ivory house" (1 Kin.
22:39; Amos 3:15) was faced with white stone, which gave it the appearance of
ivory. It was also decorated with ivory inlays. The ivory fragments that have
been found show similarities with Phoenician ivories of the period. These
findings illustrate the close political and social ties that existed between Israel
and Phoenicia. Archaeology has also shown that Ahab refortified the cities of
Megiddo and Hazor, probably in defense against growing threats from Syria and
Assyria.

Ahab's story is particularly sad because of his great potential. His mistake was
turning from God to serve idols and forming an alliance with Jezebel.

9. AHAZIAH.

Ahaziah whose name means "Jehovah sustains" was the name of two kings in
the Old Testament. This one was the son and successor of Ahab and the ninth
king of Israel (1 Kin. 22:40,49,51). Ahaziah reigned from 853 to 852 B.C.

Ahaziah was the son of Jezebel and followed policies which showed evidence of
his mother's pagan influence. After reigning only two years, he "fell through the
lattice of his upper room in Samaria" (2 Kin. 1:2) and was seriously injured. He
sent his messengers to ask Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron, about his recovery. He
was quite frustrated when the prophet Elijah interrupted their mission and
prophesied Ahaziah's death. Enraged by Elijah's predictions, Ahaziah tried to
seize him, but the men sent to capture the prophet were destroyed by fire from
heaven and Elijah's prophecy was quickly fulfilled (2 Kin. 1:9-17).

At the time of Ahaziah's ascent to the throne Mesha, the king of Moab, rebelled
because of the tribute imposed on him by Omri, Ahaziah's grandfather (2 Kin. 1:1;
3:4-5). Ahaziah formed an alliance with Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, to build
ships and trade with other nations. God judged this effort and it failed (1 Kin.
22:49).

10. JORAM.

Joram was the tenth king of Israel and was slain by Jehu (2 Kin. 8:16-29; 9:14-29).
He was also a son of Ahab and Jezebel. Joram succeeded his brother, Ahaziah,
as king. Joram was also called Jehoram (2 Kin. 1:17). His 12-year reign was
characterized as an evil time, although he did manage to somewhat restrain Baal
worship (2 Kin. 3:3).
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One of Joram's first major projects was to enlist Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, and
the king of Edom in a campaign against Moab. Joram also defended Israel
against Syria. Through the aid of the prophet Elisha, Joram defeated the Syrian
invaders. Later, however, Ben-Hadad of Syria besieged Samaria, leading to
severe famine and even cannibalism (2 Kin. 6:8-29). In the darkest hour of the
siege, however, the Lord miraculously delivered His people, just as Elisha had
prophesied (2 Kin. 7:1-20).

When Hazael replaced Ben-Hadad as king of Syria, Joram made an alliance with
his nephew Ahaziah, the king of Judah, to occupy the city of Ramoth-Gilead by
force. Joram was wounded in the battle, and he went back to Jezreel to recover.
Jehu, the leader of his army, came to Jezreel and assassinated Joram. Joram's
body was then thrown upon the very property which Ahab and Jezebel had stolen
from Naboth, thus fulfilling Elijah's prophecy that the house of Ahab would come
to an end (1 Kin. 21:21-29; 2 Kin. 9:21-29.
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THE LAST TEN KINGS OF ISRAEL

11. JEHU.

The eleventh king of Israel was Jehu (2 Chr. 22:7-9) who was anointed by Elisha
the prophet as king. He later overthrew Joram (Jehoram), King Ahab's son and
successor, and reigned for 28 years (841-813 B.C.). Jehu's corrupt leadership
though weakened the nation. He is known for his violence against all members of
the "house of Ahab" as he established his rule throughout the nation.

At Jehu's command, Jezebel, the notorious wife of Ahab, was thrown out of the
window of the palace to her death, as prophesied by Elijah (1 Kin. 21:23). Ahab's
murder of Naboth and the subversion of the religion of Israel had brought terrible
vengeance, but still more blood was to be shed by Jehu.

The next group to feel the new king's wrath were the seventy sons of Ahab who
lived in Samaria (2 Kin. 10). Jehu ordered them killed by the elders of Samaria.
His zeal extended even further, commanding the death of Ahab's advisors and
close acquaintances. This excessive violence led the prophet Hosea to denounce
Jehu's bloodthirstiness (Hos. 1:4).

Jehu continued his slaughter against the family of Ahaziah, king of Judah (2 Kin.
10:12-14). He then made an alliance with Jehonadab, the chief of the Rechabites,
to destroy the followers of Baal. Jehu and Jehonadab plotted to conduct a
massive assembly in honor of Baal. After assuring the Baal-worshipers of their
sincerity and gathering them into the temple of Baal, Jehu had them all killed (2
Kin. 10:18-28). So complete was this destruction that Baalism was wiped out in
Israel, and the temple of Baal was torn down and made into a garbage dump.

Although Jehu proclaimed his zeal for the Lord (2 Kin. 10:16), he failed to follow
the Lord's will completely (2 Kin. 10:31). Jehu did not completely eliminate
worship of the golden calves at Dan and Bethel and his disobedience led to the
conquest of many parts of Israel.

12. JEHOAHAZ.

Jehoahaz was the son and successor of Jehu and the twelfth king of Israel (2 Kin.
10:35). His 17-year reign (815-798 B.C.) was a disaster for the nation of Israel. By
not renouncing the idolatry of the golden calves set up by Jeroboam I at Dan and
Bethel, Jehoahaz "did evil in the sight of the Lord ( 2 Kin 13:2)." Hazael of Syria
and his son Ben-Hadad severely punished Israel during Jehoahaz's reign. This
drove Jehoahaz to the Lord, who heard his prayer and granted temporary
deliverance from Syria (2 Kin. 13:2-5). Unfortunately, after the danger passed,
Jehoahaz quickly abandoned his faith. After his death, Jehoahaz was succeeded
by his son Joash (or Jehoash).
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13. JOASH, JEHOASH.

Joash was the thirteenth king of Israel. He was the son and successor of
Jehoahaz and the grandson of Jehu. He is also called Jehoash (2 Kin. 13:10,25;
14:8-17). Joash reigned in Samaria for 16 years (2 Kin. 13:9-10), from about 798
B.C. to 782/81 B.C.

Israel was revived during the reign of Joash (2 Kin. 13:7) following a long period
of suffering at the hands of the Syrians. While achieving political success
though, Joash suffered spiritual bankruptcy. It is said, "He did evil in the sight of
the Lord; he did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who
had made Israel sin; but he walked in them" (2 Kin. 13:11). He was succeeded by
his son Jeroboam II.

14. JEROBOAM II

Jeroboam II, the fourteenth king of Israel, reigned for 41 years (793-753 B.C.). He
was the son and successor of Joash (or Jehoash), the grandson of Jehoahaz and
the great-grandson of Jehu (2 Kin. 13:1,13; 1 Chr. 5:17). The Bible declares that
this Jeroboam also "did evil in the sight of the Lord" (2 Kin. 14:24).

Jeroboam was successful in his military adventures. His aggressive campaigns
"recaptured for Israel, from Damascus and Hamath, what had belonged to Judah"
(2 Kin. 14:28). The boundaries of Israel expanded to their greatest extent since
the days of David and Solomon. It is said, "He restored the territory of Israel from
the entrance of Hamath to the Sea of the Arabah" (2 Kin. 14:25).

Jeroboam II was king during a prosperous interval between the economic
reverses of other rulers. The prophets Hosea, Amos, and Jonah lived during his
reign (Hos. 1:1; Amos 1:1-2). During this time of superficial prosperity, the
prophet Amos especially spoke out against the many social abuses in Israel. A
severe oppression of the poor had been instituted by the newly prosperous class.
Justice was in the hands of lawless judges. Dishonest merchants falsified the
balances by deceit. Worship was little more than a false attempt to cover the
terrible abuses of the poor. Amos prophesied that the destructive fury of God
would fall upon the house of Jeroboam (Amos 7:9).

After Jeroboam's death, his son Zechariah succeeded him on the throne of Israel
(2 Kin. 14:29).

15. ZECHARIAH.

Zechariah was the fifteenth king of Israel (2 Kin. 14:29; 15:8,11). Some spell his
name Zachariah. He was the last of the house of Jehu, the son of Jeroboam II.
Zechariah became king when his father died. He reigned only six months (about
753/52 B. C.), before being assassinated by Shallum.
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16. SHALLUM.

Shallum, the son of Jabesh (2 Kin. 15:10), became the sixteenth king of Israel by
assassinating Zechariah and claiming the throne.

17. MENAHEM.

Menahem whose name means "comforter" was a son of Gadi and the seventeenth
king of Israel (2 Kin. 15:14-23). Some scholars believe Menahem probably was
the military commander of King Zechariah. When Shallum took the throne from
Zechariah by killing him in front of the people, Menahem determined that Shallum
himself must be killed. After Shallum had reigned as king of Israel for a month in
Samaria, Menahem "went up from Tirzah, came to Samaria, and struck Shallum...
and killed him; and he reigned in his place" (2 Kin. 15:14).

When the city of Tiphsah refused to recognize Menahem as the lawful ruler of
Israel, Menahem attacked it and inflicted terrible cruelties upon its people (2 Kin.
15:16). This act of cruelty apparently secured his position, because Menahem
remained king for ten years (752-742 B.C.). His reign was evil, marked by cruelty,
oppression, and idolatrous worship. During his reign Menahem faced a threat
from the advancing army of Pul (Tiglath-Pileser III), king of Assyria. In order to
strengthen his own position as king and to forestall a war with Assyria, he paid
tribute to the Assyrian king by exacting "from each man fifty shekels of silver" (2
Kin. 15:20). After Menahem's death, his son Pekahiah became king of Israel (2
Kin. 15:22).

18. PEKAH.

Pekah whose name means "God has opened the eyes" was the son of Remaliah
and became the eighteenth king of Israel (2 Kin. 15:25-31; 2 Chr. 28:5-15). Pekah
became king after he assassinated King Pekahiah. Pekah continued to lead Israel
in the idolatrous ways of Jeroboam (2 Kin. 15:28).

Pekah took the throne at the time when Tiglath-Pileser III, king of Assyria, was
advancing toward Israel. In order to resist this threat, Pekah formed an alliance
with Rezin, king of Syria. He had also hoped to enlist the sister Jewish nation of
Judah in the alliance. However, under the counsel of the prophet Isaiah, Judah's
kings, Jotham and later Ahaz, refused. Pekah and Rezin then attempted to enlist
Judah by force, marching first against Jerusalem, but they were unsuccessful
and thus divided their armies.

Rezin successfully captured Elath, and Pekah slew thousands in the districts
near Jericho, taking many prisoners into Samaria. Later, these prisoners were
returned to Jericho upon the advice of the prophet Oded. Pekah probably was
unaware that he was God's instrument to punish Judah (2 Chr. 28:5-6).
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As Tiglath-Pileser III of Assyria advanced, King Ahaz of Judah met him to pay
tribute and ask his help against Syria and Israel (2 Kin. 16:10). Assyria planned to
march against Syria, and so Damascus was taken and Rezin was killed. The
Assyrians also invaded northern Israel, with city after city being taken and their
inhabitants deported to Assyria. Through the Assyrian army God brought His
judgment on Israel and Syria, even as the prophet Isaiah had warned (Is. 7:8-9).

Pekah was left with a stricken nation, over half of which had been plundered and
stripped of its inhabitants. Soon Hoshea, son of Elah, conspired against Pekah
and assassinated him. However, in his own writings Tiglath-Pileser III claimed
that he was the power that placed Hoshea on the throne of Israel, possibly
indicating he was a force behind the conspiracy. Pekah's dates as king of Israel
are usually given as 740-732 B. C. but are actually from 752-732 as per 2 Kin.
15:27.

19. PEKAHIAH.

Pekahiah whose name means "Jehovah has opened" was a son of Menahem and
the nineteenth king of Israel (2 Kin. 15:22-26). Pekahiah assumed the throne after
his father's death. He was an evil king who continued the idolatrous worship first
introduced by King Jeroboam. After reigning only two years (about 742-740 B.C.),
Pekahiah was killed by his military captain, Pekah and 50 Gileadites. Pekah then
consolidated his kingship.

20. HOSHEA.

Hoshea was the twentieth and last king of Israel (2 Kin. 15:30; 17:1-6; 18:1,9-10)
from 732-723 B.C. Hoshea became king after he assassinated the former king,
Pekah. Hoshea did evil in God's sight, but not to the extent of former kings.
While he did not wipe out idolatrous worship, he at least did not give official
approval to the practice.

When Hoshea took the throne, he served as a puppet king under Assyria. But he
eventually quit sending tribute money to Assyria and began negotiating an
alliance with Egypt. When the Assyrian king, Shalmaneser V, learned of Hoshea's
rebellion and conspiracy, he advanced toward Israel. Hoshea tried to buy off the
king with tribute, but the capital city of Samaria was besieged and Hoshea was
captured and imprisoned. After two years, Assyria finally captured Samaria, and
its inhabitants were carried away to new locations in the Assyrian Empire (2 Kin.
17:18-23).
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THE FIRST TEN KINGS OF JUDAH

A. INTRODUCTION:

Judah is also known as the Southern Kingdom and fell at the hands of the
Babylonians in 586 B.C.

We should note that their reign lengths show an overlapping of years which is
known as "co-regency."

B. THE LIST OF THE KINGS OF JUDAH:

1. Rehoboam. 930-913
2. Abijam. 913-910
3. Asa. 910-869
4. Jehoshaphat. 872-848
5. Jehoram. 853-841
6. Ahaziah. 841
7. Athaliah. 841-835
8. Joash. 835-796
9. Amaziah. 796-767
10. Azariah (Uzziah). 792-740
11. Jotham. 750-735
12. Ahaz. 735-715
13. Hezekiah. 715-686
14. Manasseh. 697-642
15. Amon. 642-640
16. Josiah. 640-609
17. Jehoahaz. 609
18. Jehoiakim. 609-598
19. Jehoiachin. 598-597
20. Zedekiah. 597-586

C. A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE KINGS:

1. REHOBOAM.

Rehoboam's name means "the people is enlarged." He was the son and
successor of Solomon and the last king of the united monarchy and first king of
the southern kingdom, Judah (reigned about 931-913 B. C). His mother was
Naamah, a woman of Ammon (1 Kin. 14:31).

Rehoboam became king at age 41 (1 Kin. 14:21) at a time when the northern tribes
were discontented with the monarchy. They were weary of Solomon's heavy
taxation and labor conscription. In order to promote unity, Rehoboam went to
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Shechem, the center of much of the discontent among the northern tribes, to be
made king officially and to meet with their leaders. They in turn demanded relief
from the taxes and conscription.

Rehoboam first sought advice from older men who were of mature judgment and
who had lived through Solomon's harsh years. They assured him that if he would
be the people's servant, he would enjoy popular support. When he also sought
the counsel of younger men, his arrogant contemporaries, he received foolish
advice that he should rule by sternness rather than kindness. Misjudging the
situation, he followed the foolish advice. The northern tribes immediately
seceded from the kingdom and made Jeroboam king.

When Rehoboam attempted to continue his control over the northern tribes by
sending Adoram to collect a tax from the people (1 Kin. 12:18), Adoram was
stoned to death. Rehoboam fled in his chariot to Jerusalem. The prophet
Shemaiah prevented Rehoboam from retaliating and engaging in civil war (1 Kin.
12:22-24).

To strengthen Judah, Rehoboam fortified 15 cities (2 Chr. 11:5-12) to the west and
south of Jerusalem, undoubtedly as a defensive measure against Egypt. The
spiritual life of Judah was strengthened, too, by the immigration of northern
priests and Levites to Judah and Jerusalem because of the idolatrous worship
instituted at Bethel and Dan by Jeroboam (2 Chr. 11:13-17).

Rehoboam's military encounters were primarily with Jeroboam and Egypt. No
specific battles with Jeroboam are described in the Bible, but "there was war
between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all their days" (1 Kin. 14:30). This warring
probably involved border disputes over the territory of Benjamin, the buffer zone
between the two kingdoms.

In Rehoboam's fifth year Judah was invaded by Shishak (Sheshonk I), king of
Egypt, who came against Jerusalem and carried away treasures from the Temple
and from Solomon's house. When Shemaiah told him that this invasion was
God's judgment for Judah's sin, Rehoboam humbled himself before God and was
granted deliverance from further troubles (2 Chr. 12:1-12).

Rehoboam did not follow the pattern of David. He was instead an evil king (2 Chr.
12:14). During his 17-year reign, the people of Judah built "high places, sacred
pillars, and wooden images" (1 Kin. 1:23) and permitted "perverted persons" to
prosper in the land (1 Kin. 14:24). When he died, he was buried in the City of
David (1 Kin. 14:31).

2. ABIJAM.

Abijam's name means "father of the sea." He was a king of Judah and the son of
Rehoboam and Maacah (the daughter of Absalom). When King Rehoboam died,
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Abijam succeeded to Judah's throne. He had 14 wives, 22 sons, and 16
daughters. When he died, after reigning for three years (913-910 B.C.), his son
Asa became king (1 Kin. 14:31). He is also called Abijah (2 Chr. 11:20,22). The
King James Version calls him Abia (Matt. 1:7), listing him as an ancestor of
Jesus.

3. ASA.

Asa's name means healer. It is the name of two men in the Old Testament:

Asa was the third king of Judah (911-870 B.C.) and the son of Abijam, king of
Judah. Asa was thus the grandson of King Rehoboam and Maachah (1 Kin. 15:8-
24). The first ten years of Asa's reign were peaceful and prosperous. He led
many religious reforms, namely he "banished the perverted persons from the
land" (1 Kin. 15:12), and broke down pagan images and idols.

When Asa received further direction and encouragement from the prophet
Azariah, he became more zealous in his call for revival. He restored the altar and
called upon the tribes of Judah and Benjamin to renew their covenant with God at
Jerusalem. When Israelites from the tribes of Ephraim, Manasseh, and Simeon
saw how God had blessed Asa, they joined him in renewing their loyalty to the
covenant.

Asa had two major confrontations with foreign nations. When the Ethiopian king
Zerah attacked Asa with superior forces, Asa put his trust in God and dealt the
Ethiopians a humiliating defeat (1 Chr. 14:11-12). His second confrontation
though did not yield such glorious results. When Baasha, king of Israel, fortified
Ramah in an attempt to blockade Asa and prevent anyone from traveling to or
from Jerusalem, Asa hired Ben-Hadad, king of Syria, to thwart Baasha's plans (2
Chr. 16:1-6). Ben-Hadad invaded northern Israel and forced Baasha to withdraw
from Ramah. When the prophet Hanani rebuked him for relying on Ben-Hadad
instead of the Lord, Asa was enraged and put Hanani into prison (2 Chr. 16:7-10).

When Asa contracted a disease in his feet in the 39th year of his reign, he did not
seek the Lord, but he consulted physicians instead (2 Chr. 16:12). Shortly
thereafter, he died and was buried in Jerusalem.

4. JEHOSHAPHAT.

Jehoshaphat's name means "the Lord is judge." He was a son of Asa who
succeeded his father as king of Judah (1 Kin. 15:24). Jehoshaphat was 35 years
old when he became king, and he reigned 25 years in Jerusalem (2 Chr. 20:31),
from about 873 B.C. to about 848 B.C.

Jehoshaphat received an excellent heritage from his father Asa, who in the earlier
years of his reign showed a reforming spirit in seeking God (2 Chr. 15:1-19).
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Jehoshaphat's faith in God led him to "delight in the ways of the Lord" (2 Chr.
17:6). He attacked pagan idolatry and he sent teachers to the people to teach
them more about God (2 Chr. 17:6-9). In affairs of state, Jehoshaphat also
showed a willingness to rely on the Lord. In a time of danger he prayed for God's
help (2 Chr. 20:6-12).

Jehoshaphat showed a high regard for justice in his dealings (2 Chr. 19:4-11). He
reminded the judges whom he appointed that their ultimate loyalty was to God.
His attitude toward impartial justice is reflected in these words: "Behave
courageously, and the Lord will be with the good" (2 Chr. 19:11).

In his dealings with Ahab, king of Israel, Jehoshaphat made some serious
mistakes. Through the marriage of his son, Jehoram, to Ahab's daughter,
Jehoshaphat allied himself with Ahab (2 Chr. 21:5-6). This alliance led to even
further dealings with the wicked king of Israel (2 Chr. 18:1-34), which the prophet
Jehu rebuked (2 Chr. 19:1-3).

Jehoshaphat and his father Asa are bright lights against the dark paganism that
existed during their time. Both father and son had certain weaknesses, but their
faith in the Lord brought good to themselves as well as God's people during their
reigns.

5. JORAM.

Joram was the son and successor of Jehoshaphat as king of Judah (1 Chr. 3:10-
11). He is also called JEHORAM (1 Kin. 22:50). Joram reigned eight years (2 Kin.
8:17) while his brother-in-law, also named Joram, reigned in Israel. His marriage
to Athaliah, Ahab's daughter, marked the beginning of Joram's downfall. Athaliah
influenced Joram to promote Baal worship in Judah. This illustrates the perils of
an ungodly marriage.

In addition to promoting religious atrocities (2 Chr. 21:11), Joram is remembered
for murdering his six brothers and chief nobles. This mass murder assured his
position as king and probably added to his wealth (2 Chr. 21:4). Little else is
noted of his reign, with the exception of revolts by Edom and Libnah (2 Chr. 21:8-
10).

In spite of Joram's evil ways, "The Lord would not destroy the house of David,
because of the covenant that He had made with David." But through a letter from
Elijah, the Lord did warn Joram of coming judgment (2 Chr. 21:7,12-15). The king
soon lost nearly all his possessions, wives, and children at the hands of
Philistine and Arabian raiders as Elijah had prophesied. Joram also contracted
an excruciating intestinal disease. After two years of suffering, "he died in severe
pain," for "his intestines came out because of his sickness" (2 Chr. 21:19).
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Because of Joram's moral and religious depravity, no one mourned his death,
and he was not buried in the tombs of the kings. Thus, at the age of 40, his reign
was ended prematurely. Within a year, his wife had all of his descendants
executed, except one grandson, Joash (2 Kin. 11:1-3).

6. AHAZIAH.

Ahaziah's name means, "Jehovah sustains." This is the name of two kings in the
Old Testament. The first was the son and successor of Ahab and the ninth king
of Israel (1 Kin. 22:40,49,51). The Northern king Ahaziah reigned from 853 to 852
B.C. The second is the son and successor of Joram and the nephew of King
Ahaziah of the Northern Kingdom (2 Kin. 8:24-26). This Ahaziah is also called
Jehoahaz (2 Chr. 21:17; 25:23) and Azariah (2 Chr. 22:6). This one was the sixth
king of Judah and reigned for only one year (841 B.C.).

Ahaziah became king at age 22 (2 Kin. 8:26; 2 Chr. 22:1). His wicked reign was
heavily influenced by his mother Athaliah, who was the evil power behind his
throne. It is said that, "He walked in the way of the house of Ahab" (2 Kin. 8:27).

Ahaziah cultivated relations with Israel and joined with his uncle, King Jehoram (2
Kin. 1:17; 9:24; 2 Chr. 22:5-7) in a military expedition at Ramoth Gilead against
Hazael, king of Syria. Jehoram was wounded and returned to Jezreel, near Mount
Gilboa, to convalesce. While visiting his uncle Jehoram, Ahaziah was killed by
Jehu, Israel's captain, who had been ordered by God to exterminate the house of
Ahab <2 Kin. 9:4-10).

The Northern and southern kingdoms united out of fear of other nations or
wanting to get something from the other, not out of love.

7. ATHALIAH.

Athaliah was the queen of Judah for six years (2 Kin. 11:1-3). She was the
daughter of King Ahab of Israel and presumably, Jezebel was her mother.

Athaliah married Jehoram (or Joram), son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah.
Jehoram reigned only eight years and was succeeded by his son Ahaziah, who
died after reigning only one year. Desiring the throne for herself, Athaliah
ruthlessly killed all her grandsons except the infant Joash, who was hidden by
his aunt (2 Kin. 11:2).

Athaliah apparently inherited Jezebel's ruthlessness. She was a tyrant whose
every whim had to be obeyed. As her mother had done in Israel, Athaliah
introduced Baal worship in Judah and in so doing destroyed part of the Temple.

Joash was hidden in the house of the Lord for six years (2 Kin. 11:3) while
Athaliah reigned over the land (841-835 B.C.). In the seventh year, the high priest
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Jehoiada declared Joash the lawful king of Judah. Guards removed Athaliah
from the Temple before killing her, to avoid defiling the Temple with her blood (2
Kin. 11:13-16; 2 Chr. 23:12-15).

Athaliah reaped what she sowed. She gained the throne through murder and lost
her life in the same way. She also failed to thwart God's promise, because she
did not destroy the Davidic line, through which the Messiah was to be born.

8. JOASH, JEHOASH.

Joash's name means "Jehovah supports."

He was the eighth king of Judah and a son of King Ahaziah (2 Kin. 11:2) by Zibiah
of Beersheba (2 Kin. 12:1). Joash was seven years old when he became king, and
he reigned 40 years in Jerusalem (2 Chr. 24:1), from about 835 B.C. until 796 B.C.
He is also called Jehoash (2 Kin. 11:21).

After Ahaziah died, Athaliah killed all the royal heirs to the throne. God spared
Joash though through his aunt, Jehosheba, who hid him for six years in the
house of the Lord (2 Kin. 11:2-3). When Joash reached the age of seven,
Jehoiada the priest arranged for his coronation as king (2 Kin. 11:4-16).

Early in his reign, Joash repaired the Temple and restored true religion to Judah,
destroying Baal worship (2 Kin. 11:18-21). The king who began so well though
faltered upon the loss of his advisor, Jehoiada. After Jehoiada died, Joash
allowed idolatry to grow (2 Chr. 24:18). He even went so far as to have Zechariah,
the son of Jehoiada, stoned to death for rebuking him (2 Chr. 24:20-22). God's
judgment came quickly in the form of a Syrian invasion, which resulted in the
wounding of Joash (2 Chr. 24:23-24). He was then killed by his own servants.

9. AMAZIAH.

His name means "Jehovah is mighty."

The son of King Joash (2 Kin. 14:1-20; 2 Chr. 25:1). Amaziah was 25 years old
when he began his reign as the ninth king of Judah. He followed in the steps of
his father, doing "what was right in the sight of the Lord" (2 Kin. 14:3). However,
he permitted the high places of false worship to stand (2 Kin. 14:4). After
becoming king, Amaziah built up an army in Judah. He added to these ranks
100,000 mercenaries, or paid troops, from Israel to war against Edom (2 Chr.
25:6). Warned by a "man of God" that if he used the mercenaries he was inviting
certain defeat (2 Chr. 25:7), he sent them home. He incurred their wrath for this
action (2 Chr. 25:10).

Following a stunning victory over the Edomites, Amaziah embraced the gods of
Edom (2 Chr. 25:14). The folly of his action was exposed by the ironic question of
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a godly priest, "Why have you sought the gods of the people, which could not
rescue their own people from your hand?" (2 Chr. 25:15). Meanwhile the
mercenaries he had dismissed attacked several towns in Judah, killing 3,000 and
taking much spoil (2 Chr. 25:13).

Apparently filled with pride over his victory, Amaziah challenged the king of
Israel, Joash (or Jehoash) to war and suffered defeat at Beth Shemesh. The Bible
notes that this was God's punishment for Amaziah's sin of idolatry (2 Chr. 25:20).
King Joash destroyed a large section of the wall of Jerusalem, and claimed spoil
from the Temple and the king's treasury. He also took hostages back to Samaria,
possibly even King Amaziah (2 Chr. 25:23-24). Amaziah outlived Joash by 15
years.

When Amaziah learned of a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem, he fled to
Lachish. However, his enemies followed and assassinated him there, ending a
reign of 29 years (2 Chr. 25:25-28).

10. AZARIAH (UZZIAH).

His name means "Jehovah has helped."

Azariah was the son of Amaziah and Jecholiah. He was the tenth king of Judah
and the father of Jotham (2 Kin. 15:1-7; 2 Chr. 26). Uzziah is also called Azariah (2
Kin. 14:21; 15:1-7).

Uzziah ascended the throne at age 16 and reigned longer than any previous king
of Judah or Israel-52 years. He probably co-reigned with his father and definitely
had his son Jotham as his co-regent during his final years as a leper. A wise,
pious, and powerful king, he extended Judah's territory and brought the nation to
a time of great prosperity. In the south he maintained control over Edom and
rebuilt port facilities at Elath on the Gulf of Aqaba. To the west he warred against
the Philistines, seizing several cities. He also apparently defeated and subdued
the Ammonites.

The foolishness of Uzziah's father Amaziah in fighting Joash, the king of Israel,
had left the city of Jerusalem in a vulnerable position (2 Chr. 25:23). Uzziah
focused his attention on securing the defenses of both his capital and his
country. He reinforced the towers of the city gates. On these towers and walls he
placed huge catapults which were capable of shooting arrows and hurling stones
at the enemy (2 Chr. 26:15). He also maintained a well-equipped army and
fortified strategic places in the desert. His successes were directly related to his
spiritual sensitivity, because he sought the Lord through a prophet who
encouraged him to honor and obey God (2 Chr. 26:5).

Uzziah's heart however, was lifted up in pride. He was no longer satisfied to be a
mortal king, he desired to be a divine king like some of his contemporaries.
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Uzziah entered the Temple to burn incense at the Altar. When Azariah the high
priest and 80 associates confronted him, he responded in anger instead of
repentance. God judged him by striking him with leprosy. Uzziah was forced to
live the rest of his life in a separate place, with his son Jotham probably acting as
king. At Uzziah's death the prophet Isaiah had a transforming vision of the Lord,
high and lifted up on a throne (Is. 1:1; 6:1-13, 7:1).

THE LAST TEN KINGS OF JUDAH

11. JOTHAM.

Jotham was a son of Uzziah (or Azariah) and the 11th king of Judah (2 Kin. 15:32-
38; 2 Chr. 26:21-23), who reigned from about 750-732 B.C. Jotham ruled as co-
regent with his father when it was discovered that Uzziah had leprosy. His 18-
year reign was a godly one, although the people persisted in idolatry. He was
undoubtedly encouraged by the prophets Isaiah, Hosea, and Micah, who
ministered during his reign (Is. 1:1; Hos. 1:1; Mic. 1:1).

Jotham built the Upper Gate of the Temple and strengthened the Jerusalem wall
of Ophel. He also built cities and fortified buildings throughout the countryside to
further strengthen Judah. He fought and defeated the Ammonites and exacted
tribute from them for three years (2 Chr. 27:3-5).

Jotham's strength and prosperity were attributed to the fact that "he prepared his
ways before the Lord his God" (2 Chr. 27:6). Jotham was an ancestor of Jesus
(Matt. 1:9). The King James Version calls him Joatham.

12. AHAZ.

Ahaz was a son of Jotham and the 12th king of Judah (2 Kin. 15:38; 16:1-20). He
was an ungodly king who promoted the worship of Molech, with its pagan rites of
human sacrifice (2 Chr. 28:1-4).

The reign of Ahaz probably overlapped the reign of his father Jotham and
possibly the reign of his own son Hezekiah. He was twenty when he became king
and reigned for 16 years, beginning about 735 B.C.

Early in his reign Ahaz adopted policies that favored Assyria. When he refused to
join the anti-Assyrian alliance of Pekah of Israel and Rezin of Syria, they invaded
Judah and besieged Jerusalem, threatening to dethrone Ahaz and replace him
with a puppet king (Is. 7:1-6). Pekah and Rezin killed 120,000 people and took
200,000 captives. However, through the intervention of Oded the prophet, the
captives were released immediately (2 Chr. 28:5-15).

In view of his precarious circumstances, Ahaz requested help from Tiglath-Pileser
III, king of Assyria, offering him silver and gold. At first the plan worked, and
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Assyria invaded Israel and Syria (2 Kin. 15:29). Ultimately, however, Assyria
"distressed" Ahaz, demanding excessive tribute (2 Chr. 28:20-21).

Spiritually, Ahaz stopped following in the ways of the four relatively good kings
who had preceded him (Joash, Amaziah, Azariah, and Jotham). He made images
of Baal, offered infant sacrifices in the Valley of Hinnom, and sacrificed in the
high places (2 Chr. 28:1-4). He came under further pagan influence at Damascus
where he had gone to meet Tiglath-Pileser III. When he saw a pagan altar there,
he commanded Uriah the priest at Jerusalem to build a copy of it. He then
established it as the official place of the bronze altar.

It was to King Ahaz that Isaiah's evangelistic announcement of the promised
Immanuel was made (Is. 7:10-17). The prophet Isaiah sent a message to the
terrified Ahaz, but Ahaz would not turn to God and trust Him for deliverance.
Instead, he plunged deeper into idolatry and self-destruction. Ahaz's conduct
brought divine judgment to Judah in the form of military defeats. Edom revolted
and took captives from Judah. The Philistines invaded Judah, capturing several
cities. Rezin of Damascus seized control of Elath, Judah's port on the Gulf of
Aqaba (2 Kin. 16:5-6).

At his death, Ahaz was buried without honor in Jerusalem. He was not deemed
worthy of a burial in the royal tombs (2 Chr. 28:27). He is also called Achaz (Matt.
1:9) in the King James Version.

13. HEZEKIAH.

Hezekiah was the 13th king of Judah. He was born the son of Ahaz by Abi,
daughter of Zechariah. Hezekiah became known as one of Judah's godly kings. It
is important that an ungodly man like Ahaz could have such a godly son. This
can only be attributed to the grace of God. Hezekiah's father had given the
kingdom over to idolatry; but upon his accession to the throne, Hezekiah
decisively and courageously initiated religious reforms (2 Kin. 18:4).

In the first month of his reign, Hezekiah reopened the Temple doors that his
father had closed. He also assembled the priests and Levites and commissioned
them to sanctify themselves for service and to cleanse the Temple. Appropriate
sacrifices were then offered with much rejoicing (2 Chr. 29:3-36).

Hezekiah faced a golden opportunity to reunite the tribes spiritually. In the north
Israel had fallen to Assyria in 722 B.C. Hezekiah invited the remnant of the people
to come to Jerusalem to participate in the celebration of the Passover. Although
some northern tribes scorned the invitation, most responded favorably (2 Chr.
30:1-27).

Hezekiah's reformation reached beyond Jerusalem to include the cleansing of the
land, extending even to the tribes of Benjamin, Ephraim, and Manasseh. High
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places, images, and pagan altars were destroyed. The bronze serpent that Moses
had made in the wilderness centuries earlier (Num. 21:5-9) had been preserved,
and people were worshipping it. Hezekiah had it destroyed also (2 Kin. 18:4; 2
Chr. 31:1). The land had never undergone such a thorough reform.

When Hezekiah experienced a serious illness, the prophet Isaiah informed the
king that he would die. In response to Hezekiah's prayer for recovery, God
promised him 15 additional years of life. God also provided a sign for Hezekiah
as evidence that the promise would be fulfilled. The sign, one of the most
remarkable miracles of the Old Testament, consisted of the sun's shadow moving
backward ten degrees in the Sundial of Ahaz (Is. 38:1-8).

Shortly after he recovered from his illness (Is. 39:1), Hezekiah received visitors
from the Babylonian king, Merodach-Baladan (2 Kin. 20:12). They came with
letters to congratulate Hezekiah on his recovery and to inquire about the sign (2
Chr. 32:31) in the land. Their real reason though for visiting may have been to
gain an ally in their revolt against Assyria. When they lavished gifts upon
Hezekiah, he in turn showed them his wealth. This action that brought stiff
rebuke from Isaiah (2 Kin. 20:13-18).

There is no evidence to indicate that Hezekiah formed an alliance with Babylon.
Neither is there any indication that he joined the rebellion in 711 B.C. led by
Ashdod, the leading Philistine city. However, Scripture does reveal that he finally
did rebel. Sargon II of Assyria had died in 705 B.C. His successor, Sennacherib,
was preoccupied with trying to consolidate the kingdom when Hezekiah rebelled.
With that accomplished, however, Sennacherib was ready to crush Hezekiah's
revolt.

Anticipating the Assyrian aggression, Hezekiah made extensive military
preparations. He strengthened the fortifications of Jerusalem, produced
weapons and shields for his army, and organized his fighting forces under
trained combat commanders. Realizing the importance of an adequate water
supply, Hezekiah constructed a tunnel that channeled water from the Spring of
Gihon outside the city walls to the Pool of Siloam inside the walls (2 Kin. 20:20).
This waterway (now known as the famous "Hezekiah's Tunnel") was cut through
solid rock, extending more than 520 meters (1,700 feet).

As Sennacherib captured the fortified cities of Judah, Hezekiah realized that his
revolt was a lost cause and he attempted to appease the Assyrian king. To send
an apology and tribute, he emptied the palace treasuries and the Temple, even
stripping the gold from the doors and pillars, but this failed to appease
Sennacherib's anger.

At the height of the Assyrian siege, the Angel of the Lord struck the Assyrian
camp, leaving 185,000 dead (2 Kin. 19:35). In humiliation and defeat, Sennacherib
withdrew to his capital city of Nineveh.
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Little more is said about Hezekiah's remaining years as king, but his
achievements are recorded in (2 Chronicles 32:27-30). When he died, after
reigning for 29 years, the people of Jerusalem "buried him in the upper tombs of
the sons of David" (2 Chr. 32:33), a place of honor.

14. MANASSEH.

Manasseh was the 14th king of Judah. He was the son of Hezekiah born to
Hephzibah (2 Kin. 21:1-18). Manasseh reigned longer (55 years) than any other
Israelite king and had the dubious distinction of being Judah's most wicked king.
He came to the throne at the age of 12, although he probably co-reigned with
Hezekiah for ten years. His father's godly influence appears to have affected
Manasseh only negatively, and he reverted to the ways of his evil grandfather,
Ahaz.

Committed to idolatry, Manasseh restored everything Hezekiah had abolished.
Manasseh erected altars to Baal; he erected an image of Asherah in the Temple;
he worshipped the sun, moon, and stars; he recognized the Ammonite god
Molech and sacrificed his son to him (2 Kin. 21:6); he approved divination; and he
killed all who protested his evil actions. It is possible that he killed the prophet
Isaiah. Rabbinical tradition states that Manasseh gave the command that Isaiah
be sawn in two. Scripture summarizes Manasseh's reign by saying he "seduced
them [Judah] to do more evil than the nations whom the Lord had destroyed
before the children of Israel" (2 Kin. 21:9).

Manasseh was temporarily deported to Babylon where he humbled himself before
God in repentance (2 Chr. 33:11-13). Upon Manasseh's return to Jerusalem, he
tried to reverse the trends he had set, but his reforms were quickly reversed after
his death by his wicked son Amon.

15. AMON.

Amon was a son of Manasseh (2 Kin. 21:18-26; 2 Chr. 33:20-25). Amon became
king at the age of 22 and reigned for only two years. His reign was characterized
by idolatry, and he turned his back on the God of Israel.

Amon's own servants conspired to kill him, possibly because his corruption and
idolatry had made him a weak king and they hoped to claim the throne for
themselves. However, after Amon was assassinated, the people of Judah killed
the conspirators and set Amon's eight-year-old son, Josiah, on the throne. Amon
is mentioned in the New Testament as an ancestor of Jesus (Matt. 1:10).

16. JOSIAH.
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Josiah was the 16th king of Judah, the son of AMON, and the grandson of
Manasseh (2 Kin. 21:23--23:30). The three decades of Josiah's reign were
characterized by peace, prosperity, and reform. Hence, they were among the
happiest years experienced by Judah. King Josiah devoted himself to pleasing
God and reinstituting Israel's observance of the Mosaic Law. It is amazing that a
wicked king like Amon could have such a godly son which is a tribute to the
grace of God. The Bible focuses almost exclusively on Josiah's spiritual reform,
which reached its peak in the 18th year of his reign with the discovery of the
Book of the Law.

Josiah's reform actually occurred in three stages. When he ascended to the
throne at age eight, he apparently was blessed with God-fearing advisors who
resisted the idolatrous influence of his father. More importantly, however, at the
age of 16 (Stage One), Josiah personally "began to seek the God of his father
David" (2 Chr. 34:3).

At the age of 20 (Stage Two), Josiah began to cleanse Jerusalem and the land of
Judah of idolatrous objects (2 Chr. 34:3-7). His reform was even more extensive
than that of his predecessor, Hezekiah (2 Kin. 18:4; 2 Chr. 29:3-36). Josiah
extended his cleansing of the land into the territory of fallen Israel, at the time
Israel was nominally controlled by Assyria. Josiah personally supervised the
destruction of the altars of the Baals, the incense altars, the wooden images, the
carved images, and the molded images as far north as the cities of the tribe of
Naphtali. Josiah's efforts were aided by the death of the great Assyrian king,
Ashurbanipal, which brought about a serious decline in Assyria's power and
allowed Josiah freedom to pursue his reforms.

At the age of 26 (Stage Three), Josiah ordered that the Temple be repaired under
the supervision of Hilkiah, the high priest. In the process of repairing the Temple,
a copy of the Book of the Law was discovered (2 Chr. 34:14-15). When it was read
to Josiah, he was horrified to learn how far Judah had departed from the law of
God. This discovery provided a new momentum for the reformation that was
already in progress.

In 609 B.C. Josiah attempted to block Pharaoh Necho II of Egypt as he marched
north to assist Assyria in her fight with Babylon for world supremacy. Despite
the Pharaoh's assurance to the contrary, Josiah saw Necho's northern campaign
as a threat to Judah's security. When he engaged Necho in battle at Megiddo,
Josiah was seriously injured. He was returned to Jerusalem, where he died after
reigning 31 years. His death was followed by widespread lamentation (2 Chr.
35:20-27). In the New Testament, Josiah is referred to as Josias (Matt. 1:10).

17. JEHOAHAZ.

Jehoahaz was a son of King Josiah and was the ruler of Judah for three months
(609 B.C.). At the battle of Megiddo, King Josiah was defeated and slain by the
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powerful Pharaoh Necho of Egypt. Jehoahaz was appointed king in his place at
the age of 23, but he was deposed after only three months by Pharaoh Necho (2
Kin. 23:30-34; 36:1-4). Jehoahaz was also called Shallum (1 Chr. 3:15).

18. JEHOIAKIM.

Jehoiakim's name means, "Jehovah raises up." He was an evil king of Judah
whose downfall was predicted by the prophet Jeremiah.

A son of the good king Josiah, Jehoiakim was 25 years old when he succeeded to
the throne. He reigned 11 years in Jerusalem, from 609 B.C. to 598 B.C. During
his reign Pharaoh Necho of Egypt exacted heavy tribute from the people of Judah
(2 Chr. 36:3,5). Jehoiakim was forced to levy a burdensome tax upon his people
to pay this tribute.

The prophet Jeremiah described the arrogance of Jehoiakim in great detail (Jer.
1:3; 24:1; 27:1,20; 37:1; 52:2). He rebuked Jehoiakim for exploiting the people to
build his own splendid house with expensive furnishings (Jer. 22:13-23). Unlike
his father Josiah, Jehoiakim ignored justice and righteousness. He had no
intention of obeying the Lord and he "did evil in the sight of the Lord" (2 Kin.
23:37). His eleven year reign was filled with abominable acts against God (2 Chr.
36:8). Because of this evil, Jeremiah predicted that no one would lament the
death of Jehoiakim.

Jeremiah also told of Jehoiakim's execution of Urijah, a prophet of the Lord (Jer.
26:20-23). Perhaps Jehoiakim's most cynical act was his burning of Jeremiah's
prophecies (Jer. 36:22-23). Jeremiah wrote a scroll of judgment against the king,
but as this scroll was read, Jehoiakim sliced it into pieces and threw them into
the fire.

Jehoiakim could burn the Word of God, but he could not destroy its power.
Neither could he avoid Jeremiah's prophecy of his approaching destruction.
When he recognized the power of the Babylonians, he made an agreement with
Nebuchadnezzar to serve as his vassal king (a king under the authority of another
king) on the throne of Judah. After three years of subjection, he led a foolish
rebellion to regain his nation's independence. The rebellion failed and Jerusalem
was destroyed by the Babylonians. Jehoiakim was bound and carried away as a
captive (2 Chr. 36:6).

19. JEHOIACHIN.

Jehoiachin's name means, "the Lord establishes." He was the son and successor
of Jehoiakim around 598 or 597 B.C. (2 Chr. 36:8-9; Ezek. 1:2). Jehoiachin did evil
in the sight of the Lord, like his father, but he had little opportunity to influence
affairs of state, since he reigned only three months. His brief reign ended when
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the armies of Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon besieged Jerusalem. When the city
surrendered, Jehoiachin was carried into captivity in Babylon (2 Kin. 24:6-15).

Nebuchadnezzar then made Mattaniah, Jehoiachin's uncle, king in his place and
changed Mattaniah's name to Zedekiah (2 Kin. 24:17). Zedekiah was destined to
rule over a powerless land containing only poor farmers and laborers, while
Jehoiachin was held a prisoner in Babylon.

In the 37th year of his captivity, Jehoiachin was finally released by a new
Babylonian king, Evil-Merodach who is also known as Amel-Marduk. He must
have been awarded a place of prominence in the king's court, since he ate his
meals regularly in the presence of the king himself (2 Kin. 25:27-30).

Jehoiachin is also called Jeconiah (1 Chr. 3:16-17) and Coniah (Jer. 22:24). In the
New Testament he is listed by Matthew as an ancestor of Jesus (Matt. 1:11-12).

20. ZEDEKIAH.

Zedekiah was the last king of Judah (597-586 B.C.). He was the son of Josiah and
successor to Jehoiachin as king (2 Kin. 24:17-20; 25:1-7; 2 Chr. 36:10-13). After
Jehoiachin had reigned only three months, he was deposed and carried off to
Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar installed Zedekiah on the throne as a king in title only
and made him swear an oath that he would remain loyal (2 Chr. 36:13; Ezek.
17:13). Although he reigned in Jerusalem for eleven years, Zedekiah was never
fully accepted as their king by the people of Judah.

Because Zedekiah was a weak and indecisive ruler, he faced constant political
unrest. Almost from the first he appeared restless about his oath of loyalty to
Babylon, although he reaffirmed that commitment in the fourth year of this reign
(Jer. 51:59). He came under constant pressure from his advisors to revolt and
look to Egypt for help. A new coalition composed of Edom, Moab, Ammon, and
Phoenicia was forming against Babylon, and they urged Judah to join (Jer. 27:3).
Adding to the general unrest was the message of false prophets who declared
that the yoke of Babylon had been broken (Jer. 28).

In his ninth year Zedekiah revolted against Babylon. King Nebuchadnezzar
invaded Judah and besieged Jerusalem. While Jerusalem was under siege, other
Judean cities were falling to the Babylonians (Jer. 34:7).

The final months of the siege were desperate times for Zedekiah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem. The king made frequent calls on the prophet Jeremiah,
seeking an encouraging word from the Lord. Jeremiah's message consistently
offered only one alternative: surrender to Nebuchadnezzar in order to live in
peace and save Jerusalem. To his credit, Zedekiah was not arrogant and
heartless (Jer. 36:22-23), but he regarded God's prophetic word superstitiously
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and "did not humble himself before Jeremiah the prophet, who spoke from the
mouth of the Lord" (2 Chr. 36:12).

In July, 586 B.C. the wall of Jerusalem was breached, and Zedekiah fled the city.
The army of the Babylonians pursued the king, overtaking him in the plains of
Jericho. He was then brought before Nebuchadnezzar and forced to watch the
slaying of his sons. His own eyes were then put out and he was led away to
Babylon (2 Kin. 25:6-7). Zedekiah died during the years of the captivity of the
Jewish people in Babylon. His reign marked the end of the nation of Judah as an
independent, self-governing country.
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THE DISPERSION TO CHRIST

A. THE BABYLONIAN PERIOD OF CAPTIVITY. 586-516 B.C.

Nebuchadnezzar and his Babylonian armies defeated the Assyrians in 605 B.C.
The prophets Daniel, Jeremiah and Ezekiel spoke of this time.

Nebuchadnezzar ruled from 605-560. Evil-Merodach who set free Jehoiakin ruled
from 560-558 B.C. (2 Kg 25:27; Jer 52:31). Neriglissar ruled until 556 B.C. and
was followed by Nabonidus who ruled until 539 B.C. Belshazzar then took the
throne and ruled until 522 B.C.

Next was Darius who was also known as Artaxerxes of Persia and ruled until 516
B.C.

B. THE TEMPLE WAS REBUILT.

The rebuilding of Solomon's Temple is discussed in the books of Ezra and
Nehemiah.

The decree to rebuild the Temple marks a significant beginning in chronology
that is tied directly to the First Advent of Jesus Christ, the Messiah (Dan 9:24-27).
This decree occurred March 5, 444 B.C. After 173,880 days which is the 69 weeks
of years referred to in Daniel 9:24-27, the Triumphal Entry of Jesus into Jerusalem
occurred.

The temple was rebuilt under the supervision of the Medo-Persian empire. This
empire includes kings with the names of Xerxes, Artaxerxes, Darius, Cyrus, and
Ahasuerus.

The Persian Empire would come under the domination of the Greeks led by
Alexander the Great who lived from 356-323 B.C.

C. THE SPLIT OF ALEXANDER'S KINGDOM.

The breakup of Alexander's kingdom was prophesied in the Book of Daniel (7:6;
8:8,21,22). It was taken by four of his generals.

Cassander received Macedonia, Antigonus received Asia, Seleucides received
Babylon and Ptolemus received Egypt.

D. THE SEPTUAGINT.

The Septuagint which is also known as LXX is the Greek translation of the
Hebrew Old Testament. It was translated after the breakup of Alexander's
kingdom over a period of 150 years.
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The Septuagint or LXX gets its name from the seventy translators who worked on
it. Many New Testament quotations are taken from it.

E. THE MACCABEAN PERIOD.

The period began with the victory led by Judas Maccabeus over the Seleucid king
Antiochus IV Epiphanes. He was a madman who forced the Jews to sacrifice pigs
on the altar. The Jewish people called him "epimanes" which means madman.
This period lasted from 166-37 B.C.

F. CHRONOLOGY OF THE LORD'S LIFE.

 His birth. Winter 2/1 B.C.

 Herod the Great's death. March/April 1 B.C.

 Prefects began to rule over Judea and Samaria. 6 A.D.

 Christ at the temple when 12. Passover, April 29, 9 A.D.

 Caiaphas became high priest. 18 A.D.

 Pilate arrive in Judea. 26 A.D.

 Commencement of John's ministry. 29 A.D.

 Commencement of Christ's ministry. Summer 29 A.D.

 Christ's First Passover (John 2:13) April 7, 30 A.D.

 John imprisoned. 30-31 A.D.

 Christ's Second Passover. April 25, 31 A.D.

 John's the Baptist's death. 31-32 A.D.

 Christ at the Feast of Tabernacles. (John 5:1) October 21-28, 31 A.D.

 Christ's Third Passover (John 6:4). April 13/14, 32 A.D.

 Christ at Feast of Tabernacles. (John 7:2,10) September 10-17, 32 A.D.

 Christ at Feast of Dedication. (John 10:22-39) December 18, 32 A.D.
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 Christ's final week. March 28-April 5, 33 A.D.

 Arrived at Bethany. Saturday, March 28
 Crowds at Bethany. Sunday, March 29
 Triumphal Entry. Monday, March 30
 Cursed Fig Tree/cleansed Temple. Tuesday, March 31
 Temple controversy/Olivet Discourse. Wednesday, April 1
 Ate Passover, betrayed, arrested, tried. Wednesday, April 1
 Crucified. Thursday, April 2
 Laid in tomb. Thursday, April 2
 Resurrected. Sunday, April 5

 Ascension. Thursday, May 14, 33 A.D.

 Day of Pentecost. Sunday, May 24, 33 A.D.


